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IES LJUBLJANA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
LJUBLJANA - SLOVENIA.

SEK BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
BUDAPEST - HUNGARY.

IES THE UDINE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
UDINE - ITALY.

IES PANAMÁ PREPARATORY SCHOOL.
PANAMA CITY - PANAMA.

IES BOCA PREP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
FLORIDA - PANAMA.

IES HOUT BAY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
CAPE TOWN - SOUTH AFRICA.

IES HELDERBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
CAPE TOWN - SOUTH AFRICA.

IES BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.
CAPE TOWN - SOUTH AFRICA.

IES PANAMÁ PREPARATORY SCHOOL. IES THE UDINE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. IES HOUT BAY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. IES HELDERBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. IES BLOUBERG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.

IES BOCA PREP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. IES GRANTHAM PREPARATORY SCHOOL. IES ST JOHN’S SCHOOL. SEK BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL. IES LJUBLJANA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL.

IES GRANTHAM PREPARATORY SCHOOL.
GRANTHAM - ENGLAND.

IES ST JOHN’S SCHOOL.
DEVON - ENGLAND.
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The following students from Blouberg International 
School, Christian Lombard, Shikar Pillay, Panashe 
Samasuwo, and Lihle Mndini, were selected to represent 
Euro Soccer Schools, Cape Town in a prestigious junior 
soccer tournament.  The tournament took place in Dubai at 
the end of November 2018.

They showcased their football talents against some of the 
toughest competition at an international level. 

We want to congratulate our students on making both 
Blouberg International School and South Africa proud. 

SOCCER TOURNAMENT IN DUBAI
BLOUBERG

THE ISP PROGRAMME IN BOCA
PREP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

My name is Minka Nagy and I am a student from SEK 
Budapest, class 10B. During the spring term, I stayed in Boca 
Raton, Florida with my family, where I spent six weeks in 
Boca Prep International School as part of the International 
Student Programme. This was the fifth consecutive year I 
had participated in such a programme and I must say that the 
experience just keeps getting better every single year. The first 
year I took part in such curriculum I stayed with a host family. 
However, the following years I was fortunate enough to have 
my whole family with me. This way my sister, now in grade six, 
could also attend Boca Prep.

To me personally, the biggest upside of my visits is that I am 
able to improve both my Spanish and English speaking skills. 
Nevertheless, just the fact that I am able to study in a completely 
different learning environment allows me to grow as a person, 
simply because it familiarizes me with all the different teaching 
methods. I feel that such experiences also greatly improve my 
social skills since I am lucky to say that I have made lots of 
international friends. Additionally, during my time in school, I am 
able to participate in swimming practice every morning, where I 
am surrounded by talented teammates and a superb coach. In 
the meantime, I even got the chance to visit sites such as Key 
West, Universal Studios Orlando and even New Orleans. 

In conclusion, I hugely recommend the ISP or International  
Student Programme to anyone who is willing to step outside of their 
comfort zone in order to experience something truly incredible. 

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY MINKA NAGY (10TH GRADE STUDENT)
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UDINE, ITALY TO GRANTHAM, U.K. 2019.

Ten students. Eight Grade 5’s and two Grade 4’s. Two 
teachers. One, an Italian young lady, the other, an Englishman.

You might not know that teachers have a quiet word with 
any group before a trip. This is a friendly chat. We explain 
EVERYTHING. Usually twice. 

Airports can be tricky, whether you travel very occasionally or 
if you a frequent flier, it is an adventure with children who are not 
your own. There were SO many people in Treviso airport that 
morning. People everywhere. Queues a mile long. We already 
had our boarding cards and met some empathetic ground staff 
who hurried us through the frenzied security lines. We passed 
straight through the hectic departure lounge, with no time to 
shop, before settling gratefully into a small corner of Gate 3B. 

Actually the flight and subsequent journey to Grantham Prep 
were uneventful, other than the traditional question of “Are we 
there yet?” as soon as the wheels of the plane had left the Italian 

UDINE

THE STUDENTS EACH HAD A PACKED 
SCHEDULE FROM TRIPS TO THE ZOO, 
TO THE GRANTHAM HORSE TRIALS, GO-
KARTING AND EVEN FIRST TIME VISITS 
TO LONDON AND ALL THE EXCITEMENT 
THAT THE BIG CITY HOLDS.

tarmac. We arrived in Grantham at 8.30pm on Friday evening, 
handing our students over to families that they had chatted 
to on Skype and waved goodbye for the weekend. This was a 
strange feeling for us teachers, releasing our wards into the 
care of unknown adults, albeit parents known (sort of) to our 
students and their parents. In a flash of waves, hugs and  
“good-nights” they were gone.

The students each had a packed schedule organised by 
their host families from trips to the zoo, to the Grantham horse 
trials, go-karting and even first time visits to London and all 
the excitement that the big city holds. On Monday morning 
the students met together at school before being taken on a 
visit to Sir Isaac Newton’s house, Woolsthorpe Manor. Here the 
students explored the house, a science centre and the alleged 
ancestor of THAT apple tree! In the afternoon they took part in 
a swimming lesson with Year 4. Many of the parents took the 
students out once more in the evening. Some went shopping at 
the local supermarket… while others went ten pin bowling!

It was an unforgettable trip and more students are eager to 
have this experience next year. 

Grateful to be South African, we managed to jump the 
kilometre long queue to avoid missing the flight. Barcelona 
awaits….

Landing in Turkey saw us stand in more long queues and with 
no Wi-Fi, withdrawal symptoms started to kick in for some.

Beautiful snow peaked mountains glowed in the background 
as we descended into Barcelona. A quick pit stop in the hotel 
and we were off to our bike tour of the city. This was a fun 
way to see the city and a quick way to get around. With some 
much needed sleep on the first night, we all slept like the dead.

Little did we know how much walking the next day entailed. 
24,5 km took us to the football stadium that made Max’s 
dreams come true, unfortunately no players were training. La 
Sagrada Familia which is still being completed, the magical 
fountains after a fabulous dinner at Hard Rock Cafe.

Picasso’s art was something to take in. With the weather not 
being much in our favour, we decided to take the cable way to 
view the city from above, which was rather scary with the wind 
blowing! Up to the castle for a breath taking view and then we 
hit the train station for the ride to Valencia. We were met with 
warm smiles, hugs and kisses from the families.

Monday was St. Vincent’s day in Spain and this meant that 
school only started on Tuesday.

With that ‘first day of school’ look on the students faces they 
settled in quickly and were then off to Valencia for a cultural 
tour of the city. We got to go up quart towers, to St. Vincent’s 
cathedral, La Lonja de la Seda where people used to trade their 
goods, and central market.

What a science museum Valencia has, if anyone is visiting Spain, 
it is a must see! It was interactive and a great learning experience.

Another history tour followed where we got to see the 
Roman city underneath Valencia, a quick walk through the 

CAPE TOWN TO BARCELONA AND VALENCIA!

palace, the church where St. Vincent’s arm is kept, not to 
everyone’s liking, and the Holy Grail. We got to see the inside 
of the train station but sadly not inside the bull ring. I did 
see The Davis Cup being played on the Sunday, however, the 
tickets were sold out.

Bioparc was the last outing and I can proudly say we are 
very spoilt here in Africa. The animals were well looked after 
and it was beautifully set up, however, nothing beats animals 
in the wild.

A really big thank you to Miss Kabbabe for organising the 
trip and to the students – Lexi, Grace, Imaad, Sinipha and 
Max, you guys were fantastic, so well behaved, I was proud to 
accompany you! 

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY MS. KERRI-LYN BROWN

WHAT A SCIENCE MUSEUM 
VALENCIA HAS, IF ANYONE 
IS VISITING SPAIN, IT IS A 
MUST SEE! 
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The Cultural Inter-SEK held by the IES and SEK schools 
is an amazing opportunity to meet different people from 
all over the world. We are extremely fortunate to be an 
International School where we have links with other 
institutions that are based in America, South Africa, Italy and 
many more countries.

It is a chance to share culture, intelligence and experiences 
from a variety of backgrounds. As teachers, we believe the 
opportunity is truly priceless, as when else would you get the 
chance to meet so many nationalities in one place? As well as 
the experience of being in a foreign school. 

The cultural event is held every two years, at a different 
location every time. This year it was held in Budapest, Hungary. 
It is an amazingly vibrant city with so many different things to 
do and see. 

The pupils from Grantham Prep stayed with host families, 
an experience that will stay with them forever: they were 
all very kind! The students conducted themselves to an 
impeccable standard throughout the adventure. They are 
true ambassadors of our school and they are a credit to their 
parents. As teachers, it is always exciting to embark on a 
residential visit as we get to see another side to the children 
(outside of the classroom!). 

After a ‘difficult journey’, the children took part in range of 
activities: from creating a Rube Goldberg Machine, dancing 
in a Flash Mob to competing in a general knowledge quiz, to 
name but a few.

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS E DICKINSON AND MR MYTON

CULTURAL INTER-SEK
BUDAPEST 2018

We were competing against a range of ages, some being a 
lot older than ourselves, but it just goes to show that Grantham 
Prep is producing a competitive, intelligent standard of 
education. We gave older children at other schools a run for 
their money!

The Grantham team came a fantastic 2nd place in the 
Knowledgathlon, and were highly praised for their prowess 
in riddles! It was amazing to see how mature, confident and 
calm under pressure, they were in a sports hall full of teams 
of older students. 

The challenge of the Rube Goldberg was, in fact, dismantling 
the chain reaction set up, numbering the parts, packing it in 
Mrs Dickinson’s suitcase, unpacking it, re-assembling it and 
(fingers crossed) getting it to work. Much to our delight, ours 
was one of only two that worked from start to finish without 
any need for intervention - or giving it a shove! 

For two weeks in February this year Miss Alicia Garrida and 
Miss Coral Sánchez  visited us from our sister schools in 
Spain: SEK Levante and Eiris, with 15 enthusiastic students 
looking forward to building unforgettable memories with us. 
We sincerely hope that they enjoyed the sights and sounds 
of the best that Cape Town has to offer. During their time in 
the “mother city” they travelled on the Red bus, visited Table 
Mountain and Robben Island, zip lined through one of the 
most beautiful nature reserves in the world, and kayaked 
whilst observing the penguins in Simon’s Town. They also 
experienced school life not just with us at HBIS but also at our 
sister school, Blouberg International School.

We are very happy to have met a wonderful group of 
students, with a great sense of adventure, eager to learn about 
our community and gorgeous city! This trip would not have 
been possible without the support of our 6 amazing host 
families: the Baderoen’s, the Thai’s, the Lynn’s, the Nel’s, the 
Berry’s and the Turner’s. We thank you for all your love and 
care over the past two weeks. We also want to say thank you 
to our sister school Helderberg International School for their 
support behind the scenes.  

SPANISH EXCHANGE – VALENCIA TO CAPE TOWN
AND CAPE TOWN TO VALENCIA!

And so to Pasqual, Gonzalo, Antonio, Hassan, Inés, Celia, 
Raquel, Valentina, Olga, Lea, Rebeca, Patricia, Ana, Ignacio, 
Adrián, Alicia and Coral, we are sad to see you leave but we 
hope that you have enjoyed your time with us and Cape Town 
has met your expectations. We look forward to seeing you all 
again in Spain in our upcoming visit. 

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY MISS KRYSTLE KABBABE
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Between the 3rd and 13th of May, our institution delegated 
10 students and 2 teachers to participate in the Sport 
Intersek arranged this year in Quito, Ecuador. 

It was a lengthy and tiresome trip to Quito from Budapest, 
but it was worth every minute of the journey! After two days of 
resting and getting accustomed to the new surroundings, the 
students jumped into the five-day-long series of various sport 
events and competitions with renewed strength and stamina. 

On Monday the program started with the Opening Ceremony, 
during which every delegation paraded with their national flag, 
and traditional costume. After the ceremony the sport programs 
started. During the days the girls participated in volleyball, the 
boys took part in the volleyball, football and basketball matches. 
Some students even volunteered to challenge themselves in 
solo sport forms, such as swimming, table tennis and cross 
country running. Everybody performed very well and positively 
exceeded what could be expected from them! We were 
especially proud to see the boys win the basketball tournament 
without losing a single match! They were so motivated and 
hardworking, we are very proud of them.

We would like to thank SEK Los Valles for lending us some 
of their students to complete our teams in each sport. 

Apart from the colorful and varied school programs, we built 
a stand which portrayed our country, and visited the old city as 
well, among many other memorable moments.

More than sports, this trip was a life time experience, 
where we found many new friends, and learned many new 
things. Our students had the chance to spend the week in the 
company of welcoming families, who ensured that they will 
treasure this exciting week as a very dear memory. 

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY ÁGNES KAPÁS (PE TEACHER)

INTERSEK 2019 SEK BUDAPEST 
IN SEK LOS VALLES

ON MONDAY THE PROGRAM STARTED 
WITH THE OPENING CEREMONY, DURING 
WHICH EVERY DELEGATION PARADED 
WITH THEIR NATIONAL FLAG, AND 
TRADITIONAL COSTUME.

    I had the pleasure of accompanying nine of the Grade 
6 students to visit Eirís in A Coruña. We had a great time 
experiencing life as a student in Spain – and in a much larger 
school! We also had the opportunity to do some sightseeing, 
which included visiting the local Aquarium, Newspaper and 
the town of Santiago De Compostela. We were blessed with 
amazing weather and the students had a great weekend with 
their host families. Here is what some of them had to say 
about their experiences…
“I enjoyed the urban trampoline park,  it was a lot of fun. I 
also enjoyed sightseeing the Tower of Hercules and the sea. 
It looked beautiful, although it was windy.  I enjoyed playing 
football with my host family and I hope to visit them again in the 
future. It was a great experience and I enjoyed visiting another 
international school”. – Marco 
“The school was well organised and had a beautiful playground. 
The teachers and students were friendly and did not consider 
us strangers. We saw many beautiful seals at the aquarium 
and even a shark! The cathedral in Santiago was enormous, but 
unfortunately, it was closed. We had a good time and we would 
like to go back again in the future to see our hosts” – Ludovico 
and Lucia
    It was an excellent opportunity for the students to learn in 
an environment outside of UIS. They made the most of every 
opportunity that was on offer and made some friendships that 
will last a lifetime. 

GRADE 6 EXCHANGE
TO A CORUÑA – SPAIN

UDINE
WRITTEN BY MISS RODAS (HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL )
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ST JOHN’S VISIT UDINE 
I’ve always been the one that would tempt fate, but 

ultimately in my first meeting with the students, where I 
explained the plans of the day (a long procedure of buses, 
airports, and more buses), I said that I was sure it would all 
go to plan and be absolutely fine. Mercifully, I was proved 
right in the end.

We met for lunch, a wonderful roast dinner, and went through 
the kit list to make sure that we had everything we needed in our 
bags. My own daughter Millie was in, and it just so happened 
to be Nursery’s day for eating with your parents, so I took the 
opportunity to spend a few last minutes with her before we 
headed off for a few days. The canteen was full of excitement 
and just what we needed, in order to make sure that we were 
in high spirits and ready to go. If I was worried about the mood, 
then Josh’s quote, “Do they actually put ice cream on pizza 
over there?”, was merely a symptom of exactly how excited and 
nervous they all were. At one point Eric even exclaimed, “Why 
aren’t more people coming? It’s going to be awesome!” 

Within about 10 seconds of getting into the taxi everybody 
had either a phone or a tablet in their hands, despite the fact 
that there was absolutely beautiful weather outside. The sun 
was shining and the skies were blue. I had considered bringing 
sunglasses on a trip to Italy but not for a moment had I been 
thinking that I would need them on the UK side of the trip. I 
stared out the window and thought about the next few days 
and what needed to happen, while in the back I could overhear 
a conversation, in quite some depth, about where the chocolate 
was better than sweets.

Going through the security check in was relatively eventful... 
both Olivia and I set off the alarm, so I ended up having to have 
the electronic body scan and got patted down. Josh then had 
his bag searched, having forgotten to take out the battery pack 
for his phone. Despite me being concerned that this would 
have panicked him somewhat, within seconds again he was off 
looking to see if any of the shops would sell a traditional yellow 
rubber duck, simply because he’d never owned one before!

The flight was on time, both for departure and even 25 
minutes early on arrival. The children’s behaviour and the quality 
of my coffee were polar opposites. I’m happy to report that my 
coffee was terrible, ergo the children’s behaviour was absolutely 
impeccable. By some miracle of timing we were flying over 
the Alps at sunset, and the children were crowding around the 
windows to see the incredible views, and offering to get good 
photos of each other with the view in the background. 

After getting off the plane, the baggage collection was 
incredibly simple. Then we were expecting an hour’s wait for the 
taxi, given our early arrival, so I bought myself some very large 
and very tasty pieces of pizza, one of which had pistachio nuts 

ST JOHN’S
WRITTEN BY MR DAVIES

on, along with mounds of mozzarella and goats cheese - incredible 
flavours. The children looked on in disgust. We spent 10 minutes 
wandering around the airport trying to find our taxi driver, confused 
about exactly where we were meant to meet him, but at least I got 
my 10,000 steps for the day.

After about an hour and a half in the car, we arrived at school and 
the host families were waiting, with beaming smiles, one child even 
jumping up and down with excitement, on the very front steps of 
the school itself. As soon as the taxi doors opened the host families 
rushed to hug and welcome our visiting students, promising them a 
nice warm house, and snacks, and a good night’s sleep ahead.

Today the children will spend a full day in school, all three in 
the same class together following the same time table, and then 
tomorrow they actually have the day off to spend with their families. 
They will also then have Saturday as a free day, ready for us to 
return home early on Sunday morning. What an amazing time to 
be a student at St. John’s and what a privilege for me to share this 
experience with them. Thanks for letting me borrow them! 

UDINE VISIT ST JOHN’S 
One chilly January afternoon, four intrepid explorers 

from Udine International School’s Grade 7 Class waited at 
Venice Airport for their flight to Bristol. They discussed 
what differences there may be between St John’s School, 
Sidmouth, their destination, and their School in North-
Eastern Italy. “St John’s reminds me of Hogwarts,” says 
Tommy, “the building is old and grand. I hear they have a 
pottery kiln there, a pool, and a classroom just for learning to 
cook!” 

“You’re right, I’ve seen the school and I know that you’re 
going to be impressed,” replies Virginia, who has already 
experienced a warm welcome at their Summer School. 

Unfortunately, the ‘warm’ welcome could not be extended, as 
the news arrived that the South-West of England was covered in 
snow, and the students’ flight to Bristol was cancelled!  Wearily 
(after a consolatory ice cream) they headed back home, and 
looked forward to the trip being rescheduled! 

Luckily the weather cleared up, and the St John’s students 
were able to reach Udine the following week as planned. They 
noticed the stark contrast in the style of buildings: Udine is a 
more ‘modern’, modular structure with wall to wall windows and 
wide corridors, while St John’s is characterised by its winding 
corridors and stairwells, leading to unique classrooms with 
period features. The Jurassic Coast is visible from the windows 
of St John’s School, whereas the students of Udine can gaze at 
the ancient geological forms of the Giulian Alps.  

The UIS students were excited to share their local culinary 
delights with their guests, and they prepared a presentation on 
the local food, then served up a ‘Friulian Feast’ which included 
San Daniele cured ham, ‘Frico’ (a sumptuous creation made of 
potatoes and 3 types of local cheese) and of course, Tiramisù!  

The St John’s students took part in lessons with the Grade 
7 Class, and then spent the weekend exploring Udine and 
surroundings, with some choosing to head for the Mountains of 
Tarvisio and others preferring the salty sea air of Venice! 

Finally, in mid-May, it was time for the UIS students to set 
off again, and this time the journey from Venice to Bristol 
proceeded without a hitch! After the scenic drive down towards 
the Devon coast, the students were welcomed by their host 
families and whisked straight home to enjoy some family time. 

The following morning after a tour of the school and its 
amazing grounds, the UIS Students were so impressed by the 
hands-on lessons that they participated in, particularly music 
where they used  GarageBand to create beats to play along 
to on the keyboard!  The woodwork lessons were also much 
appreciated! 

The Sporting Calendar at St John’s was very busy, and 
cheering on their fellow IES students in a cricket match and a 

UDINE

swimming meet was a first for the friends from UIS. Later they 
joined in with the Clavis class for some athletics training and 
learned how to expertly pass a baton in the 400m relay. 

The next day the students had lots to report about their 
adventures with their host families, from seaside fossil hunts to 
visiting an amusement park and a tour of a castle. It was time 
for even  more sightseeing as they boarded the school bus and 
headed for Exeter, where they enjoyed the indigenous people 
exhibition in the Prince Albert Museum and marvelled at the 
architectural wonder that is Exeter Cathedral. Time flew, and 
before they knew it, it was time to set off for home. All of the 
students appreciated the hospitality of their host families, loved 
the fact that the weather had been kind, and are looking forward 
to their next trip to Sidmouth! 
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Our school is part of the International Thespian Society one of 
the most recognized honor society for theater students.  Our 
team made it to the Junior State Competition. Jacob A., Minna 
F., Israela K., and Jack S. represented our school Boca Prep 
and District 12. It was great! We all had so much fun; it was 
exhilarating. Thursday and Friday, we went to many amazing 
workshops. The workshops included improv, pantomime, puppets, 
stage combat, dance, and warmup. We all had a lot of fun at 
the workshops. On Saturday we all performed, our results were 
amazing. We received medals for every item. Excellent for Minna, 
Israela, and Jacob’s monologues and our group pantomime. 
Superior for Jacks monologue and Jacob and Jack’s duet act. 
We were so lucky to have such a supportive team. Thank you to 
Mrs. Stone for being such a wonderful chaperone and Mr. Faid, 
Miss Fibiger and Mrs. Asselta for being there to support us. We 
thank Miss McFarlane our Co Director who was always there for 
us, Heflin driving the bus, and aiding Mrs. Heather. We thank Mrs. 
Heather with all our heart, she taught us very well we couldn’t have 
done it without her, she is truly amazing!  

THESPIAN JUNIOR
STATE COMPETITION

The Kindergarten students had another wonderful learning 
experience through Boca Prep’s Mother Tongue program. 

For their Unit of Inquiry finale, “It’s A Small World After All,” 
Kindergarten and Pre-K listened to a magnificent presentation 
about Chile! The presentation began with a slideshow where 
the students learned many fun facts about Chile. They learned 
about different landforms including Chile’s snow-capped 
mountains, volcanoes, and deserts. They built the capital city 
of Santiago, created the flag, and drew their favorite Chilean 
animal, the macaroni penguin. 

The students also moved and grooved while learning Chile’s 
two national dances, the Cueca and the Bafona. They sampled 
a tasty treat at the end of the presentation called Brazo De 
Reina. This sweet treat is known as the Arm of Queens. 

It was a very special morning in Kindergarten! Thank you to 
the families at Boca Prep for your participation in the Mother 
Tongue Program! 

MOTHER TONGUE FUN
BOCA PREP

BOCA PREP
WRITTEN BY JACOB A, MINNA F, ISRAELA K, AND JACK S.

BOCA PREP
BOCA RATON, FLORIDA, USA
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Naomi Osaka was born in October 16, 1997. She is a 
professional tennis player who represents Japan. 
    She was the reigning champion in women’s singles at the 
US Open and the Australian Open. Osaka is ranked No. 2 by 
the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) and is the former 
world’s No. 1 player. She is the first Asian player to hold 

NAOMI OSAKA AT BOCA PREP
Through the Middle Years Programme (MYP) projects, 
students experience the responsibility of completing a 
significant piece of work over an extended period of time.

MYP projects encourage students to reflect on their learning 
and the outcomes of their work – key skills that prepare them 
for success in further study, the workplace and the community.

MYP projects involve students in a wide range of activities to 
extend their knowledge and understanding and to develop their 
skills and attitudes.

These student-planned learning activities include:
• deciding what they want to learn about, identifying what 

they already know, and discovering what they will need 
to know to complete the project

• creating proposals or criteria for their project, planning 
their time and materials, and recording developments of 
the project

• making decisions, developing understandings and 
solving problems, communicating with their supervisor 
and others, and creating a product or developing an 
outcome evaluating the product/outcome and reflecting 
on their project and their learning.

As students become involved in the self-initiated and self-
directed learning process, they will find it easier to construct in-
depth knowledge on their topic, and develop an understanding 
of themselves as learners. 

According to current research, yoga helps promotes social, 
emotional and physical wellness, learning readiness and 
positive school climate.

Our goal is to create positive, peaceful, productive 
classrooms that support exceptional learning and a lifetime of 
health and wellness.

What are the benefits?
• Develop body awareness
• Learn how to use their bodies in a healthy way
• Manage stress through breathing, awareness, 

                 meditation and healthy movement
• Build concentration
• Increase their confidence and positive self-image
• Feel part of a healthy, non-competitive group

LOWER SCHOOL YOGA
BOCA PREP
WRITTEN BY TYLAR TRACY (ADMISSIONS ASSISTANT)

OUR GOAL IS TO CREATE POSITIVE, PEACEFUL, 
PRODUCTIVE CLASSROOMS THAT SUPPORT 
EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING AND A LIFETIME OF 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS.

BOCA PREP

MYP 5 PERSONAL PROJECT

Over the next few weeks, Ms. Tylar will be teaching yoga to the PYP students! Ms. Tylar is a certified Yoga instructor who was trained 
by Sthira & Suka Yoga Shala. With years of yoga experience she will bring a safe, calming and fun experience to Boca Prep students. 

BOCA PREP
WRITTEN BY DAVID JATIVA (ADMISSIONS AND MARKETING DIRECTOR)

the top rank in singles. She has won three titles and has 
reached five finals on the WTA Tour. Our students had the 
opportunity to meet with her and her famous Coach Sasha. 
They spoke with her and asked about: what it takes to 
become a professional and what to expect at that level? She 
visited Boca Prep for a pre-season training session on our 
campus. We wish Osaka the best in her upcoming matches 
and tournaments in the World Tour.  
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Often we take all the nature and beauty around us for 
granted, rarely having the time to adequately appreciate it. 
For a developing mind, it is crucial to explore nature and 
learn about new places and things.

It is natural for children to yearn for self-discovery and 
independence. Granting them the opportunity to experience 
the world around them, and what it has to offer, teaches them 
to explore and comprehend.

This term we learned about all kinds of reptiles and insects 
and their habitats.

Inting: The Reptile man paid us a special visit at school. My 
class’s enthusiasm and bravery to touch and hold snakes, 
lizards, geckos and tortoises, to name only a few, amazed me. 
One of the most important things they learned was to have 
respect for other living things.

Outing: Butterfly World was a most enjoyable and 
informative experience for all the students. They especially 
enjoyed the bus drive, even though most of them fell asleep on 
their journey back to school.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF EXPOSING
STUDENTS 
TO THE WORLD
AROUND US

On Thursday, 6 June, the Year One students enjoyed a very 
entertaining and educational puppet show called, ‘Lets make 
bullying extinct’. This is always a relevant topic and needs 
constant reminding.

The story was about ‘Tiny Tim’ the smallest dinosaur who 
is bullied by Tyrannosaurus Rex. The show involved lots of 
audience participation with songs and music, including the 
favourite of all ‘Dino Rap’.

In the finale ‘The Flintstones” took the stage with a 
reminder to always be obedient. 

LETS MAKE
BULLYING 
EXTINCT

In class this week a few of our Year 6 Students 
designed and created robot cars. 

A debate on who they thought could build the fastest 
car erupted. Eventually we had to settle the debate with a 
robot race to prove who built the ultimate robot car. The 
rules were simple, programme your robot car to get from 
point A to point B as fast as possible and remember to 
have fun. Excitement and curiosity filled the room as they 
all got ready to race.

In the end it didn't matter who won the races, all the 
students had learned to re-evaluate and improve their 
designs. Isn’t that the essence of technology? Learning 
to use your imagination and knowledge to create a better 
design. Perhaps one day a few of our students will look 
back at these robot races and say: That was the moment I 
knew that I would build the best robot on the planet.

Here is to the future. 

ROBOT RACES

Here are nine benefits of encouraging your child to attend 
outings:

1. Outings give students an educational experience away 
from their regular school environment. 

2. They learn in a more hands–on and interactive 
approach than they do in the average classroom. 

3. The students investigate the insects, animals, reptiles 
and plant life up close; they can touch and interact. 

4. This gives children a welcome break from their normal 
routine, breathing new excitement into lessons.

5. Learning in assorted ways can appeal to varied learning 
styles helping students to succeed whether they are 
visual or auditory learners.

6. Perhaps one of the most important values of exposing 
the students to this is the personal development that 
one can experience. When challenged, an individual can 
experience a sense of accomplishment, self-value and 
confidence. 

7. By introducing these important experiences, a child is 
more willing to try new things, creating a more versatile 
learner. This can help children to develop the enjoyment 
of life-long learning, confidence and independences as 
well as respect for humankind and all creatures.

8. Outings are so important for their emotional, social and 
intellectual growth.

9. Through those interactions, children will not only gain 
a new appreciation for what nature has to offer, but 
also learn about themselves. They will establish real 
connections with others and the world around them.

The next time you are outdoors with you little one, 
remember to stop and smell the roses and if you are lucky, you 
might find a ladybug or two. 

BLOUBERG
WRITTEN BY CINDY NUNAN (PRE-RECEPTION TEACHER)

BLOUBERG
WRITTEN BY ANN CORDNER (YEAR ONE TEACHER)

BLOUBERG
WRITTEN BY SONIA TERBLANCHE (JUNIOR SCHOOL ICT & ROBOTICS)

PERHAPS ONE DAY A FEW OF OUR 
STUDENTS WILL LOOK BACK AT 
THESE ROBOT RACES AND SAY: THAT 
WAS THE MOMENT I KNEW THAT I 
WOULD BUILD THE BEST ROBOT ON 
THE PLANET.

BLOUBERG
CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
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The Year 4’s have been learning about Skeletons in Science. 
We have covered what skeletons are made of, why we need 
a skeleton, how muscles help us move and many other 
interesting facts. 

Did you know that there are 206 bones in the human body? 
The learners were always enthusiastic and willing to take part 
in the lessons and came to class full of questions. They took 
part in the bend a bone experiment which involved the learners 
leaving a chicken bone in vinegar for a few days. It was very 
exciting seeing what happened to the bone at the end of the 
experiment, but all the learners were delighted to get rid of 
that wonderful vinegar smell in their classrooms! The Year 4’s 
also built their own skeleton puppets out of recycled materials. 
So much effort was put into this, they really impressed their 
teachers. The learner’s creative side really shone through here 
and it was so nice to see how well they worked as a class, 
always offering to help each other! If you would like to find out 
more about skeletons, please speak to our wonderful Year 4’s!

“Creativity is intelligence having fun.” – Albert Einstein  

THE SKELETON OF SCIENCE
BLOUBERG
WRITTEN BY MISS B HAKIME

“CREATIVITY IS INTELLIGENCE 
HAVING FUN” ALBERT EINSTEIN

INTERNATIO
NAL TRIPS AND

 PRO
G

RAM
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Our creativity, however, hasn’t only extended to life outside 
the classroom. 

Apart from reading novels together, the Year 5 classes 
have begun exploring a different kind of literature – namely 
poetry. Towards the end of the term, we began focusing on a 
particular kind of poetry: Haikus. Haikus is a type of Japanese 
poetry, which are always three lines long. The first line is 
five syllables, the second is seven syllables, and the third 
is five again. This is a tough structure to work with, but the 
students rose to the challenge. It was really amazing how they 
managed to be free and creative within the rigid structure of 
the poem. 

As we come to the end of the term, the Year 5 classes are 
hardly winding down. Instead, they have been stimulating 
their imaginations, and developing their creativity, both 
outside and inside the classroom.  

Our recent outing allowed us to take a trip into History, 
as we visited a replica Victorian school. The Year 5 classes 
spent the day pretending to be Victorian pupils in a 
Victorian school. We developed a vivid picture of what the 
day-to-day life of a Victorian child would have been like. In 
the Cambridge curriculum, the focus in History is not just 
on learning facts – it’s about really forming a picture of 
what the world was like in the past, and our outing definitely 
helped us do that. Our outing had a Victorian theme as well, 
as the students had to decorate a table in Victorian style, 
and provide a Victorian High Tea to go on the decorated 
table. Apart from being mouthwatering, this helped us to 
imagine a different kind of Victorian experience – a very 
yummy one! It also reminded us of the novel we’ve been 
reading this term – Alice in Wonderland. The Mad Hatter 
didn’t quite show up at this tea party – though there were 
some cool hats to be seen. 

BACK TO THE 
VICTORIAN ERA

EXPLORING POETRY

BLOUBERG

BLOUBERG

A MISERABLE NIGHT
A miserable night,
Everybody is freezing.
They all went to bed.
Ronan Macey

HOGWARTS
In Hogwarts towers
Students walk to their classes
Teachers lead them on.
Kaylah Leach

NIGHT-TIME ROADS
One dark, moonlit night
Cars are driving in the street
Like snakes hiss and slither.
Aiden Brandt

A WINTER MORNING
A Winter morning
The sound of snow falling down
In every colour
Saumya Maharaj

A SPRING MORNING
A Springy morning
Flowers blooming from the ground
Birds chirping loudly.
Teeyana Shaik-Mahomed.
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The Year 9 and 10 camp this year took place at the 
foot of the Stellenbosch mountain, surrounded by rolling 
hills and beautiful vineyards. While this might sound like 
the perfect location to put one’s feet up, the students 
were kept busy and active with various team-building 
activities throughout the day. Raft-building, obstacle 
courses, a blind-folded walk as well as an Amazing Race 
are just some of the activities that students participated in. 
When confronted with these challenges, many were a little 
intimidated at first. However, as they learnt to work together 
and communicate with one another, the goals they were 
trying to reach became that much more attainable. That 
sense of achievement at the end of a challenge was a great 
motivator! The night hike was also a highlight – on this 
tour, students learnt more about the stars and surrounding 
areas. When asked about their camp experience, students 
had this to say:

The Year 4s went on their end of the year camp to Bonamanzi 
on the Breede River. It was a daunting experience as it was 
their first camp that was two nights away from home, but they 
handled it like troopers.
The Grade 4s took part in many exciting activities and learnt 
some hilarious songs, which they sang all the way home! They 
ate delicious food and enjoyed hot chocolate in the mornings.
They went on a night walk and went in search of scorpions that 
glow yellow under a UV lamp! They tackled the Breede River, each 
taking a turn rowing and then bravely going swimming. They 
learnt all about teamwork and worked so well together. The Year 

BONAMANZI CAMP
4s were so well behaved and had wonderful manners, they made 
the camp such an exciting and pleasurable experience!
“Teamwork divides the task and multiplies success.” 

BLOUBERG
WRITTEN BY MRS R YOTTI

“The Amazing Race helped me to get out of my comfort zone!”
Hope Munkondia

“Fun, mud everywhere!”
Remy Wang

“The team work was really enjoyable.”
Zhenni Lu

“I enjoyed the team work during the obstacle course and
learning about the stars during the night hike.”
Tshephang Mashaba

“The camp was fun and taught us teamwork and patience.  
The activities helped us to bond as a class.”
Altesse Cimbalanga 

“I enjoyed the camp because we had a balance of activities 
that tested our team building skills, but it was never overbearing.”
Keira Hailwood

“Fantastic and fabulous.”
Amber Shawe

“We worked together and bonded, it felt like we were family.”
Michael Mkandawire. 

TEAM-BUILDING AMONGST THE VINEYARDS 

BLOUBERG

There are many myths about accounting; Accountants 
are boring, accountants are male, accountants are 
mathematicians, computers can replace accountants, the 
list goes on. The reality, however, is quite different. And so 
when BIS students choose to study accounting from grade 
9 they are learning a subject which could shape their future. 
Studying accounting can open up career opportunities around 
the world, whether they actually work in the finance sector or 
become entrepreneurs and work for themselves, the subject 
knowledge and skills they have acquired will be invaluable.

Students are introduced to the concept of accounting in 
grade 8, learning about debits and credits during term 2 of 
business studies. This allows them to make an informed 
decision about whether to study IGCSE accounting from grade 
9. The subject ranges from the basic accounting equation to 
preparing financial statements and then, at AS Level, using the 
financial data to make business decisions.

As expected, some lessons are taught in a traditional way, 

but I do aim to show our students that accounting can be fun 
too. Students use accounting theory to play games, make 
puzzles, produce artwork and even write songs. This year 
we have solved income statement puzzles and then made 
our own, we have listened to the ‘debit and credit rap song’ 
and then made our own version and we have decorated the 
classroom using the key information we have learnt. Learning 
in these different ways builds:
• Creativity; allowing students to think differently.
• Confidence; students are able to use and develop their own 

ideas.
• Responsibility; students are able to manage their own 

learning. 
• Innovation; students are equipped for new and different 

challenges.
BIS students are not just developing accounting knowledge, 

they are developing important softer skills too; working in a 
team and problem solving are just two skills which they will 
need during and after school life. So we are learning, we are 
developing and we are busting those accounting myths! 

Website links:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j71Kmxv7smk
https://www.igcseaccounts.com/
https://www.tutor2u.net/

BUSTING THE
ACCOUNTING
MYTH

BIS STUDENTS ARE NOT JUST DEVELOPING 
ACCOUNTING KNOWLEDGE, THEY ARE 
DEVELOPING IMPORTANT SOFTER SKILLS TOO. SO 
WE ARE LEARNING, WE ARE DEVELOPING AND WE 
ARE BUSTING THOSE ACCOUNTING MYTHS!

BLOUBERG
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On Monday 8th October 2018, all of Year 6 headed off to 
Southwell on a coach. They had been given a ‘new’ name, a 
real child’s name from the census of 1841, and a sense of a 
reason why they might have been at the workhouse.

On arrival we were greeted by members of the Education 
team, who reminded the class that the Victorians believed 
that children should be seen and not heard! The group was 
segregated into boys and girls and walked separately up the 
paupers’ path; the guide explaining what their journey might 
have been like on the way here.

YEAR SIX VISIT THE WORKHOUSE 
AT SOUTHWELL

Each group was then ‘dressed up’ in appropriate workhouse 
clothing, shown how to be respectful to the Master and Matron and 
then had an insight into what their life would have been like. All the 
while, they were reminded that in fact at the age of 12 they would be 
eligible to find employment.

We met various workhouse characters, such as Miss Hough, who 
taught the children for 3-4 hours a day, 6 days a week, Matron, who 
was not to be crossed or you would not be able to visit your family 
on a Sunday, Ebenezer Figgis an able bodied worker who was picking 
oakum and Annie who worked in the kitchen. The children were told off 
for smirking, turning round, having their elbows on the table and not 
standing up to give their answer. It was definitely a different experience 
to their normal daily routine, but they enjoyed it. They were surprised 
that the children had lessons in the workhouse, especially the girls, 
and that life in the workhouse – though grim – was better than being 
really poor on the street.

The afternoon was a more modern day challenge. They worked in 
groups and considered what was a ‘need’ and what was a ‘want’ They 
had to decide which were the most important; in each round they 
had to take away more resources, finally ending up with just 5 that 
were more a case of life or death. This was a fantastic opportunity 
to consider life now around the world, linking in our work on Human 
Rights in History and PSHE, as well as thinking about the ‘needs’ that 
the workhouse offered people in the Victorian era.

We had an excellent experience at The Workhouse; one that will prepare 
the Year 6s for their work on Dickens and the Victorians after half term.

They wrote up their initial thoughts about the day, many recounting 
the activities they undertook, but also several spoke about what they 
thought about the visit. 

They included words such as: loved it, interesting , fascinating, 
amazing, really enjoyable.

One even concluded by saying, “it was the best school visit I’ve 
ever been on.” 

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS DICKINSON (CLASS 6 TEACHER)

“IT WAS THE BEST SCHOOL 
VISIT I’VE EVER BEEN ON” 

GRANTHAM
GRANTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE, UNITED KINGDOM

GRAVITY FIELDS EVENING
FESTIVAL FINALE

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS S KENNEDY (HEAD OF ART)

Grantham Preparatory International School welcomed a visit 
from artist Claire Carrington, who led a fantastic workshop 
during the school’s activity week, towards the end of the 
Summer term. 

Claire worked as part of a group of artists, on art projects 
linked to the hugely popular Gravity Fields Festival, which took 
place in and around Grantham at the end of September.

The theme for the workshop was “Exploration” and in 
particular Captain Cook’s discoveries.  The children focused on 
ideas featured on the island of Tierra del Fuego.

They created amazing 3D structures from sea creatures to 
birds, which were full of colour, texture and movement. 

On Saturday 29th September, the children from Grantham 
Preparatory International School were involved in the grand 
finale of the Gravity Fields Festival where they paraded their 
creations through the streets of Grantham. Their work was then 
combined, with those of the other groups that took part in the 
Gravity Fields workshops, to create one big display of various 
sea creatures and birds from the island of Tierra del Fuego. 

THEY CREATED AMAZING 3D 
STRUCTURES FROM SEA CREATURES TO 
BIRDS, WHICH WERE FULL OF COLOUR, 
TEXTURE AND MOVEMENT. 

In February, Class 5 children were involved in Skyping one 
of our “sister” schools in Ljublijana, Slovenia.  The teacher 
was very impressed with our children’s work on volcanoes that 
she asked us to share it with them.  We explained what we had 
learnt about volcanoes and then some of the children shared 
their research work on their volcano.  

It was a wonderful experience for our children and the 
Slovenian children asked us interesting questions which we 
were able to answer well.

A super way to share our work with friends around the world.  
Well done, Class 5. 

“VOICES ACROSS THE SEA”
GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS S KENNEDY (HEAD OF ART)
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Back in April 2018, one of our Year 2 pupils had a very 
special treat.  Thomas and his father attended a Liverpool 
v Roma football game and Thomas was chosen to be 
mascot and walk on the pitch with Mo Salah and the rest 
of the team!  Thomas and his father are huge fans of 
Liverpool football club and this truly was a huge honour.  
Thomas had an incredible evening, an experience that will 
remain with him for the rest of his life.  These experiences 
are priceless and powerful, as they aid the holistic 
development, in order to create well rounded individuals, as 
they make their transition into the adult world. 

LIVERPOOL V ROMA 
AND A VERY 
SPECIAL MASCOT!

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS S KENNEDY (HEAD OF ART)

CLASS TWO VISIT
TO THE BEE
OBSERVATORY

On Friday 4th May Class Two embarked on their school visit 
to the Bee Observatory which is run by Kids Country Farms. 
After the traditional last-minute panic, due to the bus arriving 
late (traffic problems in town), we set off! On arrival, the staff 
and volunteers at Kids Country were extremely accommodating 
and welcoming, giving us ample opportunity for a quick snack 
and drink to prepare ourselves for the day. After a quick 
breakdown of the itinerary we were split into two groups, one 
group were presented with an interactive workshop about the 
life of bees, diagrams and generally understanding their day 
to day routine. The other group was able to view the inside 
of the hives, in our bee keeping outfits, from the safety of the 
observatory. I must say that Richard (the trained Bee Keeper) 
was very brave as one of his gloves tore and a bee stung him on 
the arm. 

Luckily, we followed our instructions sensibly, and to the 
letter, so we were safe. Unfortunately, the bus driver, who 
had decided to observe the bees with us, did not follow the 
guidelines and was stung!

One of our favourite moments during the visit was sampling 
the delicious honey.  There were about 10 different types 
including a comparison between honey from the Co-Op and 
locally by Kids Country. The honey definitely made us a little 
excitable, and thankfully there was a Willow Maze on site that 
granted us the chance to burn off some of our energy.

The day was a total success; we had so much fun and learnt 
a great deal about bees, their habitats and how they live. I felt 
very inspired when I came home that evening and now feel 
a tremendous appreciation for bees: they are an essential 
component of our eco-system. 

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MR MYTON

On Wednesday 12th September Mrs Clegg, Miss Belasova 
and Year 5 girls attended The International Bomber 
Command Centre in Lincoln for the RAF’s 100 Paper Planes 
Challenge.

On arrival we were lucky enough to be given a tour of the 
lovely grounds for the centre.  The children were invited to 
remember the service and sacrifice of those involved with or 
affected by the RAF bombing campaigns during World War II.

We were shown the various site features such as the Spire 
Memorial and Memorial Walls containing the names of those 
who participated in Bomber Command’s missions.  Also we 
were taken to the Peace Garden, where 27 lime trees have been 
planted to represent the 27 wartime airfields of Lincolnshire.

RAF 100 PLANE 
CHALLENGE - 
INTERNATIONAL 
BOMBER COMMAND

THE CHALLENGE WAS TO SEE WHOSE 
PLANE WOULD FLY THE FURTHEST OVER 
THE FIELD OF THE MEMORIAL CENTRE.

The paper plane challenge involved the children spending 
time in the exhibition centre creating paper models of the 
Lancaster, the Vulcan, and our beloved Red Arrows.  The 
challenge was to see whose plane would fly the furthest over 
the field of the memorial centre.

Sadly, no one from Grantham Prep School squadron won 
the competition, however the girls put lots of hard work, focus 
and enthusiasm into the project and a fantastic experience 
was had by both staff and pupils. 

In October, Year 3 & Year 4 had a fantastic day at the Nene 
Valley Railway on Wednesday.   They visited the engine 
workshop, where Steve told them all about the important 
mechanisms of a steam train!  Later a visit to the signal box 
gave them the chance to operate the side gate levers under 
the watchful eye of Reg, the signalman.  Climbing aboard an 
old decommissioned locomotive provided an opportunity to 
see what it was actually like to drive a steam train.  After a visit 
to the education centre the highlight of the day was a return 
steam train ride to Peterborough. 
     The staff at the Nene Valley Railway are mainly volunteers 
who are retired.  Their commitment, expertise and enthusiasm 
was commendable, as were our pupils’ behaviour.  

Y3 AND Y4 VISIT TO
NENE VALLEY RAILWAY

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MISS BELASOVA

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MISS A LINEHAN (YEAR 3 TEACHER)
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Back in May 2018 the children in Class One looked forward 
to watching the wedding of His Royal Highness Prince 
Harry to Miss Meghan Markle.  They were so excited about 
the upcoming event. It was decided that they would send 
their congratulations to the happy couple. Each member of 
the class composed a poem, in their neatest handwriting of 
course (because mail to a palace has to be special!), detailing 
all the things they thought about the bride and groom along 
with ideas about the setting and procession due to take place 
on such an auspicious occasion. The poems were then posted 
to Kensington Palace.

As the months passed, the children thought that the royals 
had been so inundated with good wishes that they would 
not hear from them. Well, imagine their surprise when the 
postman delivered an envelope franked EIIR Buckingham 
Palace! Inside the chunky looking correspondence were 
individually addressed envelopes and thank you letters for 
each child. How thrilled we all were to receive such royal 
approval! What a memorable day for us all in the Infants.  

RIGHT ROYAL
POETRY

WELL, IMAGINE THEIR SURPRISE WHEN THE 
POSTMAN DELIVERED AN ENVELOPE FRANKED 
EIIR BUCKINGHAM PALACE!

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS BELL

Back in June 2018 Grantham Prep’s Junior production was 
“Bugsy Malone”.  The Junior children were lucky enough 
to perform this at the Guildhall Theatre, performing on two 
nights to packed audiences. 

The children totally excelled themselves. They acted, danced 
and sang their hearts out and were very well behaved behind 
the scenes. Putting on a show like that would never have been 
possible without the help of lots of people from parents to 
staff.  It was a brilliant way to showcase our children. I asked a 
few of them about it and this is what they said:

“I was really glad that I was a main part. I really enjoyed 
it a lot more than other plays that we have put on. I’m so 
happy that I learned all of my lines! My favourite memory was 
working with the gang and shouting at them!”  
Jasper (Fat Sam Stacetto)

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY MRS E DICKINSON (YEAR 6 TEACHER/HEAD OF DRAMA)

BUGSY MALONE
“I liked it and it was a good opportunity for me to play a 

larger role. My favourite moment was during the rehearsals 
when we laughed at our mistakes and had fun sorting it out!” 
Ethan (Bugsy Malone)

“I really liked the ending. Everyone was just going mad. I 
didn’t get splurged too much as I hid behind other people! We 
had loads of fun backstage too.” Sophie (Blousey Brown)

My favourite memories are seeing some of the children 
really grow into their roles and shine, the moment that they 
got to try out the splurge guns and Jasper’s face when he 
first threw water at Phillip!

Putting on a show like this required an input from so 
many people, working as a team, and I am so lucky that 
at Grantham Prep that’s what we have. Everyone has had 
a great time during Bugsy Malone and I’ll leave you with a 
quote that sums up the final message as the children take 
their bows. “You’ll be remembered for the things that you say 
and do.”  

“I REALLY LIKED THE ENDING. EVERYONE WAS 
JUST GOING MAD. I DIDN’T GET SPLURGED TOO 
MUCH AS I HID BEHIND OTHER PEOPLE! WE HAD 
LOADS OF FUN BACKSTAGE TOO.”
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LJUBLJANA HOW DO FRENCH CELEBRATE EPIPHANY?
LJUBLJANA

As we are inquiring about how celebrations express our 
cultural diveristy and identity, we were delighted to have a 
visit from one of our Zebra parents, Mrs. Cecille Beaude, who 
presented how the French celebrate Epiphany!

First, we were asked if we have any idea about what 
Epiphany is and we are happy to learn that it is about 
celebrating the day when the Three Kings visited Baby Jesus. 
We were able to connect it with our knowledge that Christmas 
is actually a birthday celebration of Jesus Christ! It is 
celebrated around France every 6th of January. Cecille shared 
that it is a Christian celebration with Pagan roots.

Then, all together, we located France in our world map and 
found out that it is close to Slovenia!

We also found out that Epiphany is a celebration among 
family members and it centers around the special pie! Each 
region in France has its own version of the pie, and where 
Cecile is from, their version is a traditional crusty pie made 
with almonds! During Epiphany, special pies are sold all around 
France.  In each pie, a ceramic charm is placed inside, and who 
ever gets the slice with the charm is the ‘’King of the Day’’!

Then, we got to the fun part!  The tradition is that the 
youngest member of the family goes under the table and 
chooses the order which the pie is served. Since, Evita is the 
youngest, she got to choose who got the pie first!

We all got a slice, or two! The pie was freshly baked, crusty, 
warm, sweet and tasted like a slice of happiness! 

And now, for the most- awited part... Who do you think got 
the slice with the charm and was the King for the Day?

It was such a fun and a great learning experience for all of 
us!  We all felt like we were French for a day. 

PRAZNIKI SE BLIŽAJO 
LJUBLJANA

Ker se bližajo prazniki, smo se odločili, da odidemo v center 
Ljubljane, kjer smo se sprehodili in si ogledali okraske. 
Privoščili smo si tudi vročo čokolado. 

Eden od Medvedkov se je opogumil in nastopil na 
Izmenjevalnici idej. Zapela je pesmico Kuža Pazi.  
Nastop je odlično opravila.

K nam je prišla študentka Ana, ki je pri nas 2 tedna 
opravljala pedagoško prakso. Spoznavala je potek naših 
dni in nam med drugim predstavila tri dobre može, ki nas 
decembra obdarijo.

Decembra se nam je pridružila nova deklica. Hitro se je 
vklopila v skupino in postala novi Medvedek. 

We had a great three-week experience with Erasmus Plus 
students from France. There was one student assigned to each 
group in our school and the Zebras had Marianna. Marianna 
joined us in all our indoor and outdoor activities and even had the 
great opportunity to plan and lead hew own circle time, storytime, 
and art activities with the Zebras. Marianna showed us different 
photos of what France is famous for from historical landmarks 
to well-known food. She practiced the cutting and colouring skills 
of the Zebras when they had to color and cut the French flag. 
Marianna also of course gave us French language course of the 
different colors: rouge, blanc, bleu. The kids had a swell time with 
her and never forget her especially for her expertise in making 

SOMETHING ABOUT FRANCE
LJUBLJANA

paper airplanes where the children continuously asked for her 
help in making the fastest and coolest airplane she could make.  
Au revoir, Marianna! Merci!  

LJUBLJANA
LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA



IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 14IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 1434 35

LAURA AND THE BEAR:
A PRIZE-WINNING STORY

LJUBLJANA

There was great excitement in school this week. One of our 
third grade students,  Minka, received a letter in the post 
from the Collins publishing company informing her that 
her story, Laura and the Bear, has been shortlisted for the 
regional final of the Collins Big Cat Writing Competition. 

Minka’s story was one of two in her age group in the 
European region chosen to go through to the next stage of 
the competition. She also won a pack of reading books for our 
school library!

Minka, along with her classmates, spent almost 2 months 
working on their stories. They were challenged to write a 300-
500 word story about bravery and courage in English. They 
brainstormed, wrote many drafts, self-corrected, gave each 
other feedback, reflected and improved their stories over and 
over again. 

We are all so very proud of Minka. To get through to the 
next round of an international writing competition - what an 
amazing achievement. Not to mention that English is her 
second language! I am also extremely proud of her classmates 
who supported her, congratulated her and were happy for her 
when she received the good news. 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO READ MINKA’S FANTASTIC STORY, YOU 
CAN FIND IT IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY. FOR NOW, HERE IS A 
SNIPPET:

“LAURA LOVED ANIMALS AND THE FOREST. THERE WAS A 
FOREST NEAR HER HOUSE. HER MUM DIDN’T LET HER GO IN THE 
FOREST. SHE DIDN’T LET HER GO BECAUSE SHE WAS SCARED 
THAT SHE COULD GET HURT. ONE DAY WHEN HER MUM WAS 
SLEEPING SHE QUIETLY AND SLOWLY SNUCK OUT OF THE HOUSE 
AND WENT TO THE FOREST. THE FOREST WAS VERY DARK. SHE 
WAS A LITTLE BIT SCARED BUT VERY CURIOUS…..”

V sodelovanju z Mestno knjiznico Otona Zupancica smo se 
v sredo, 22. Maja, odpravili na literarni sprehod po mestnem 
jedru. Nase popotovanje se je zacelo prav v sami knjiznici, kjer 
nas  je pozdravila simpaticna gospa Ida. Popeljala nas je do 
pomembnejsih in zgodovinskih ustanov nase dezele ter nam na 
vsaki postaji povedala se kaksno zanimivo zgodbo. 
Nas sprehod je trajal kar dobri dve uri, vendar se na utrujene 
nogice nismo ozirali, saj je bilo povedanih prevec zanimivih stvari, 
ki so nas vse zanimale. Nagajalo nam ni niti vreme, ki se sicer ze 
cel maj drzi zelo kislo!
Gospa Ida nas je na koncu povabila se v najstarejso hiso v 
Ljubljani, v kateri je zivel tudi gospod, ki je napisal prvo slovensko 
knjigo - Primoz Trubar. Koliko zgodovine za en sam potep po 
najlepsem mestu na svetu!!! :) 

LITERARNI
SPREHOD PO
LJUBLJANI

S KNJIGO V SVET

Ker se zavedamo pomembnosti branja zgodb ze v predsolskem 
obdobju, smo se v skupini Zebra dogovorili za hitro domace 
branje - na domaci polici ali v knjiznici si otroci s starsi izberejo 
slikanico, ki jo skupaj doma tudi preberejo. Zgodbo nato delijo z 
nami, dobijo pa tudi prav posebno priznanje.
Poleg tega, da otroci prezivijo prijetne trenutke s starsi ob branju 
zgodbe, se navajamo na nastopanje pred skupino, urimo spomin  
in samozavest in seveda spoznavamo nove zgodbe. 

LJUBLJANA

LJUBLJANA
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HOUT BAY ART

DP 2 VISUAL ART EXHIBITION
Our DP 2 Visual Art students and their inspirational teacher 

Mr Alan Gray held Hout Bay International Schools first ever 
public art exhibition, and at no less than the famous First 
Thursday event in the Cape Town City Centre. This exhibition 
is the culmination of the IBDP art course and is most certainly 
the highlight of the school calendar. We are incredibly proud of 
Jessica Meniere and Ellinor Rayner, your hard work and efforts 
have most certainly paid off! 

HOUT BAY

MYP 2 UPCYCLED MASKS
As an Extension to the unit on African Masks, MYP 2 

students created their own version of masks using waste 
materials and upcycling. 

The 19th August found the HBIS Science department 
bursting with pride as 17 of our budding young scientists 
walked to the podium to receive their well-deserved 
medals during the prize giving of the ESKOM Science 
Expo 2018.

Twenty three students were chosen to represent the 
school at this prestigious event and they all did us proud 
with well over half of the students receiving awards for 
their hard work and excellent science. The following 
students were awarded medals:

ESKOM SCIENCE EXPO
HOUT BAY

It must be added that Natasha Buissinne and Jordan 
Murray are our youngest gold medal winners to date. What 
a fantastic achievement! In addition to their gold medal they 
also received a special award from Kirstenbosch Gardens.

This was a great Science Expo and we appreciate the 
students giving up their weekend to come to UCT. The 
number of junior medal winners bodes well for the future. 
It was wonderful to see how well our IBDP students did, 
many judges were impressed as to the high standard and 
complexity of their projects.

Well done and thank you to all participants – you are all 
winners! Thanks also for all the support and enthusiasm of 
the parents – without you it would not have been possible!  

HOUT BAY
HOUT BAY, CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
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For the first time ever, HBIS hosted a Human Library - a 
concept coined by our MYP 2 students as they felt that in a 
world of technology and a lack of speaking skills, what better 
way to become effective communicators than by hosting 
an event that allowed you to borrow ‘human books’. Our 
school library could not contain all the books - there were so 
many students and parents that the “shelves” were rather 
overwhelmed! It was a resounding success and we hope to go 
big next year by making it a whole school event. 

HUMAN LIBRARY

The MYP 2 students have been having the time of 
their lives in the English classroom revising their pool of 
knowledge on aspects of the English language. Hang on 
- this usually happens in a language classroom so what is 
so special about this I hear you ask? Here at HBIS, we are 
on the exciting journey of implementing the Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) and part of that journey is learning 
concepts in a way of inquiry - out of the box thinking. 
Students were required to design their own board games 
using material lying around at home, recyclable material or 
anything of their choice. The content of the board game is 
language based. An array of topics were creatively thought 
about; parts of speech, figures of speech, antonyms, 
synonyms, direct/indirect speech. It has been a remarkable 
journey seeing these students discover these concepts for 
themselves and enjoy the journey of creating something.

“We know how to learn independently and with others.”
“We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning 

throughout life”  MYP Learner Profile.

These board-games will be used in the MYP 1 classroom as 
well. It may also be used in the Spanish and French classrooms 
when they are doing similar sections in language so students 
learning second languages are able to see what these concepts 
of grammar are in both English, Spanish and French.  

MYP – WHO SAID
LEARNING ENGLISH
WAS BORING?

HOUT BAY

HOUT BAY

HBIS DRAGON’S DEN 2018
The annual Dragons’ Den brought to you by Hout Bay 

International School in conjunction with the IGCSE 1 Business 
Studies Students.

The IGCSE 1 students had to create their own business 
venture based on the Cambridge Syllabus. The students had 
to formulate an actual business prototype complete with a 
business plan, samples of products, estimated cost, selling 
price & break-even point.

 These business ventures were presented to a panel of 
the finest business owners in Cape Town: Mr Richard Lurie 
(Excellence Group), Mr Ray Chaplin (Solo Adventurer) and Mr 
Warren Franken (Elementree Design).  

 Each business venture also had their own exhibition stand 
representing their business, which the audience could also 
enjoy while asking the entrepreneurs more questions based on 
their business/product.

 The evening was a great success and enjoyed by all who 
attended. The panel of Dragons were incredibly impressed by 
our students. Congratulations to each and every one of the 
IGCSE 1 Business students.

 The evening would not have been possible without the panel 
of Dragons and we thank them for taking time out of their busy 
schedules to invest in the future leaders of the business world.

 The overall winners were as follows:
 1st Place: S&D Gin (Scott Macfarlane-Chase & Devon Saville)
2nd Place: D’Vine Light (Ella Drummond)
3rd Place: Refresh (Imaad Baderoen)
Best Exhibition Stand: 
Maca Bowls (Erika Bierny & Viola Cisari). 

THE PANEL OF DRAGONS WERE INCREDIBLY 
IMPRESSED BY OUR STUDENTS. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE  
OF THE IGCSE 1 BUSINESS STUDENTS.

The MYP 2 students were involved in a unique social 
experiment that is linked to their novel for this term: The Flour 
Baby Project. Students had to “create” their own babies made 
from a flour bag and have the pleasure of being single parents. 
They needed to record their experiences in a reflective journal 
as part of their writing assessment for the term. Some students 
were taken to family court for gross neglect while others had 
a more responsible experience! In our concluding discussions, 
students spoke about how different circumstances people face 
from a wide diaspora of socio-economic backgrounds. Students 
also discussed the cost of having a baby and how a baby can 
change your lifestyle. Although some flour babies came apart- 
most MYP 2 students had a wonderful time “adulting!” 

FLOUR BABY PROJECT
HOUT BAY

HOUT BAY



IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 14IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 1440 41

We have a very fit and enthusiastic group this term, 
and also have a co-leader in Ms Reitsma. Time is limited 
on a Wednesday afternoon, but with this group we 
should be able to tick off several of the walks in the Hout 
Bay area. 

The Outdoor Ed group completed several hikes this 
term. We have viewed the Red Disas in Myburgh’s 
Waterfall Ravine, walked to Llandudno Ravine, and 
scrambled up Agatha’s Gully and down Constantia Corner. 
More recently we took on Suther Peak. This walk offers 
stunning views and is to be highly recommended. In the 
teeth of a mighty South Easter gale the whole group made 
it to the summit, expecting a welcome rest and picnic. Mr 
Behne had other plans though, and with much pointing at 
his watch he turned the group around after the briefest of 
summit celebrations. A rapid descent and trudge through 
the dunes got us back to school on schedule.  
Another successful outing completed.

Our Outdoor Ed group completed “the House circuit” 
(Myburgh’s Waterfall Ravine, then Suther Peak, which is 
connected to the Sentinel, and overlooks Dungeons) with 
an ascent of Chapman’s Peak. The walk was brisk, but 
thankfully not too hot, and allowed just enough time for a 
quick snack before heading back down. It has really been 
fantastic to walk with a keen group of fit students this 
term, and it is hoped that we will soon be able to attempt 
some longer walks on the occasional weekend. The “Hout 
Bay Challenge” still looms on the horizon...

The Outdoor Ed group rounded off their adventures 
with a round-trip, ascending Llandudno Buttress, and 

descending Llandudno Ravine.  A longer than 
usual snack break was enjoyed on the summit 
of Bee Buttress. The whole group’s fitness has 
improved impressively and we are now able to 
accomplish some really interesting objectives 
on Wednesday afternoons. 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

THE OUTDOOR ED GROUP ROUNDED OFF 
THEIR ADVENTURES WITH A ROUND-TRIP, 
ASCENDING LLANDUDNO BUTTRESS, AND 
DESCENDING LLANDUDNO RAVINE.

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY RICHARD BEHNE

CAMPUS UPDATE
EARLY YEARS AND JUNIOR PRIMARY BUILDING

HOUT BAY

Our already magnificent HBIS campus was further 
enhanced with the completion of our custom-designed 
Early Years and Junior Primary building.  In the same 
architectural design as the main building, the spacious, 
light-filled classrooms feature high pitched ceilings, large 
windows, en-suite bathrooms and the latest technology.  
The inner quadrangle is a wonderful space for outdoor play, 
which includes jungle gyms and a large sand pit.  Included 
in the building is a Junior Hall, which is used for our weekly 
assemblies and a variety of functions. 

NURSERY CLASSROOM
We also were proud to launch our first Nursery classroom 

this year – beautifully designed with furniture in natural tones 
and equipped with a multitude of toys and games. 

FUTURISTIC ROBOTICS LABORATORY
The futuristic Robotics lab is a firm favourite of the Primary 

School students who cannot wait for their exciting lessons 
with the latest Apple technology and Lego Mindstorm kits. 

A NEW CANTEEN
The new stylishly-decorated canteen offers our students 

scrumptious lunches with a view of the beautiful surrounding 
mountains and rolling sports fields.  Having lunch together is a 
highlight of the students’ day. 
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The PYP 5 students were enthralled by the cross curricular 
learning between high school staff and themselves. The PYP 
5 class were given a project to speak about global Cultural 
Diversity. These little ones were invited to the “big” high school 
classrooms and took part in practical lessons on their subject 
matter. Activities that they were involved in: Rituals and 
festivals in Islamic, Sikh, Buddhist and Hindu culture, song, 
dance and the power of breathing and meditation. Our PYP 
5 students together with Mrs Gous also accompanied Ms 
Balikaran on a cultural visit to her Ashram in Rylands. Here 
they were involved in a rain fire ritual to bring about change 
to our drought crisis as well as singing and a study circle 
where they offered their opinion on various topics. This is 
what being part of an international community represents. 
Our school guidance counsellor, Mrs Zeenat Nieftagodien also 
enlightened our PYP students on subject matter in Islamic 
culture. The high school staff look forward to initiating more 
collaborative learning with the PYP classes!  

CROSS-CURRICULAR
LEARNING

THIS IS WHAT BEING PART OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
REPRESENTS.

We are proud to share that five of our Primary 
School students took places in the SA Champs for 
Lifesaving South Africa. This nippers competition was 
held in Port Elizabeth. Congratulations to the following 
children for competing at a national level, we know you 
really enjoyed it and gave it your all:  Ethan Allen, Alex 
Bierny, Nina Cullis, Callum Allen, and Freddie Broxis.  
We are proud of you all. Well done to Nina Cullis who 
in her first year as a nipper managed to achieve an 
amazing silver medal in the Long Beach Run and to 
Ethan Allen who sprinted his way to 4th position in the 
country in both the individual and team relay beach 
sprints. Special mention also goes to our brave mum, 
Becca Cullis who wowed us in the flags race, coming a 
very impressive 4th with big cheers from her Llandudno 
Lifesaving fan club. 

SA CHAMPS - 
LIFESAVING 
SOUTH AFRICA

I’m Scarlett Osborn and I am sure that some of you have 
noticed that there are older children in the Early Years and 
Junior Primary classes these days. No, we are not lost! Mrs 
Henry and Mrs Trollip (our PYP 6 educators) put their minds 
together and came up with this brilliant idea that involves us 

PYP 6 LEARNING LEADERS

Even though the weather forecast for Thursday 15th March 
threatened gusty winds and possible rainfall, it in fact turned 
out to be a lovely evening. This year, there was not one Dating 
play in sight – the theme was Scared Silly, and the plays could 
not have been sillier. But that meant that the casts had great fun 
hamming up the plays and creating fun, over-the-top characters.

Sentinel opened with a Halloween based play and Daniella 
Paioni not only directed, but also managed to walk away with the 
Best Actress for her role as the impossible Delia.

Chapman’s play was delightful, with Valdimir, the vampire, 
played by Imaad Badereon bringing his natural charm to this role 

ONE ACT PLAYS
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WE READ, PLAY GAMES, DRAW AND GENERALLY HAVE 
A LOT FUN WITH THE YOUNGER CHILDREN! I THINK THIS 
IS A REALLY GREAT IDEA BECAUSE AS WE MOVE INTO 
THE HIGH SCHOOL WE WILL HAVE CLOSE BONDS WITH 
CHILDREN IN THE LOWER GRADES AND IT BRINGS OUR 
SCHOOL CLOSER TOGETHER.

Year 6 students socialising with children in the younger grades 
in the mornings before school. It’s called Learning Leaders 
and the PYP 6 children that were interested in doing it had to 
write a motivational letter putting themselves forward and 
explaining why we would be good in this role. So what’s it all 
about? We arrive at school a little early and go to our Learning 
Leader classrooms. We read, play games, draw and generally 
have a lot fun with the younger children! I think this is a really 
great idea because as we move into the High School we will 
have close bonds with children in the lower grades and it 
brings our school closer together. 

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY MS JUDI RICHARDSON

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY SCARLETT OSBORN (PYP 6)

HOUT BAY

HOUT BAY

and winning Best Actor for his “schmarminess”. Emma Kramer 
and Holly Robinson directed.

Third up was the teachers who had begun rehearsing 
the afternoon of the show. Kudos to them, for their 
improvisational skills.

Disa, with the rather revolting theme of eating live bodies was 
directed by Christine Burger. For the imaginative set, lighting and 
music, Disa won Best Technical Production and for her clever 
directing skills, she won Best Director. In addition, the oblivious, 
short-sighted Sarah Adams won Most Promising Junior, for her 
fun performance.

The final production of the night ended with 8 dead bodies on 
the stage. Well done to Dungeons, directed by Iman Mohamed, 
for winning Best Production.

As I looked into the audience I saw many wide eyes and lots of 
smiling faces. It was great to have such a large responsive and 
supportive audience.

Congratulations to all who contributed to making the evening 
the success that it was. 
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Music, song and dance has always played a large role within 
lessons in the preschool. Music is one method used to develop 
vocabulary and assist the children in forming larger structured 
sentences. During music week however we took a closer look 
at what goes into making music from the different types of 
instruments used through to beats and rhymes.

Throughout the week children created their own instruments 
and experimented with ways to make news sounds. In the process 
the children were able to group these instruments into percussion, 
woodwind, brass, strings and keyboards.

The highlight of the week was visiting the Budapest fairytale 
museum where the Klárisok group performed an interactive concert for 
our children. Our children had the opportunity to see, hear and play a 
range of instruments they had never seen before.

During the concert our brave lads defeated the dragon that had earlier 
captured our beautiful princesses. The performance ended with a seven-
country wedding where order was finally restored back to the kingdom. 

MUSIC WEEK IN THE PRESCHOOL
SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY HAYDEN BRYANT (PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER)

OUR CHILDREN HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE, HEAR AND 
PLAY A RANGE OF INSTRUMENTS 
THEY HAD NEVER SEEN BEFORE.

OUR VERY OWN MUSIC TALENT
Barnabás Hamar is our most talented music and IB students 
who never misses a chance to participate in music competition.  
He won the InterSEK Budapest 2018 Music Competition. His 
immersive personality helps him to achieve in the music scene and 
also to bring the community together to work towards charitable 
causes. One of these fundraising events were organized by him 
in December when he and his classmates collected toys and 
presents for the local Children’s Hospital. In January 2019 he 
was selected to the “Dal”(means song in hungarian) television 
programme. There were approximately 700 songs submitted 
for the competition from which only 30 songs were selected to 
the “live” show. Including Barni’s song which was played live on 
the 19th of January 2019 (Saturday) at 19:30 on Duna World 
TV channel. We are especially proud since he is the youngest 
contestant in the history of “Dal”. 

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY VIRÁG A. KISS (DIRECTOR OF MARKETING)

SEK BUDAPEST
BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

TALAJSZELVÉNYRE FEL! - 
AVAGY ERÓZIÓS VIZSGÁLATOK 
EGY ÉRZÉKENY MINTATERÜLETEN.

A 2018/2019-es tanév első félévében a 7. és 8. osztályos 
tanulók egy különleges tudományos projektben vehetnek 
részt földrajz és biológia tantárgyakból, melynek egyik 
kulcsfontosságú eleme egy terepgyakorlat megvalósítása 
volt. Szeptember 26-án egy 58 diákból és 4 tanárból 
álló csoport utazott a Normafára, hogy eleget tegyenek 
„küldetésüknek”, melynek legfőbb célja a földrajz és biológia 
tantárgyakhoz kapcsolódó terepmunka elvégzése, adatok 
gyűjtése és dokumentációja volt. Kiemelten fontosnak 
tartottuk azt, hogy a gyerekek saját kezükkel tapasztalják meg 
a terepmunka nehézségeit és „belekóstoljanak” abba, hogy 
néha bizony nehéz  fizikai munkát kell ahhoz végezni, hogy a 
vizsgált tudományterülethez közelebb juthassunk.

A Normafára érve három csapatra osztottuk a gyerekeket, 
és késedelem nélkül megkezdtük a munkát. Darányi Nikolett 
biológiafoglalkozásokat tartott, bemutatta a vizsgált terület 
jellegzetes növényvilágát és az élőhely sajátosságait. 
Jómagam földrajzfoglalkozásokat tartottam a gyerekeknek, 
ezen belül közösen végeztük el a terepmunkát, amely a terület 
lineáris és areális erózióra való érzékenységét vizsgálta.

A gyerekek nagy érdeklődéssel és kedvvel kezdtek neki az 
előkészületeknek és végezték a tanárok koordinálásával az 
egyébként nem könnyű munkát. A terepgyakorlatot szakmai 

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY HEGEDŰS KRISZTIÁN (FÖLDRAJZ TANÁR)

órák előzték meg, így a legtöbb gyereknek már ismerősek 
voltak az alkalmazott kutatási módszerek, bár előtte a 
gyakorlatban még nem alkalmazták azokat.

A programokat forgó színpad szerűen szerveztük, így 
minden diák részt vett minden foglalkozáson és kivette részét 
a terepmunkából is. Míg az egyik csapat biológia órán vett 
részt, egy másik földrajzi kutatásokat és terepmunkát végzett, 
miközben a harmadik Almási Gábor és Tóth Péter vezetésével 
közös jártál be a területet, hogy mélyebben megismerjék azt.

A későbbiekben kutatásunk előre lefektetett 
célkitűzéseiből szeretnénk a projekt során minél többet 
megvalósítani. Mindezek közül a legfontosabbnak 
a gyerekek ismereteinek és látókörének bővítését, 
kulcsfontosságú fogalmak és felszíni folyamatok 
megismerését és megértését, az egyes folyamatok 
közötti összefüggések megláttatását, illetve a vizsgált 
mintaterületen végzett terepmunkán keresztüli tantárgyak 
közötti összefüggés felismerését és megértését tartom.

A projekt során összegezni fogjuk a mérések eredményeit, 
az erózió kimutatásárára talajminták segítségével 
modelleket állítunk össze és bizonyítani fogjuk a terület 
erózióérzékenységének mértékét, valamint az erózió és 
a megtelepült növényzet elválaszthatatlan kapcsolatát. 
Eredményeinket egy iskolai szinten szervezett témanapon 
kívánjuk bemutatni az iskola diákságának és az érdeklődő 
kollégáknak. 
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Earth day provides an excellent opportunity to appreciate 
our surroundings, understand natural systems and learn 
about the organisms we share our planet with. Raising 
awareness about environmental issues can be challenging 
during normal school days, so I have decided to organize a 
thematic day for the students and engage them in talks and 
activities.

Invited guests arrived from various backgrounds and 
they all brought interesting approaches. Two ladies work on 
fashion revolution, which aims to shift the industry towards a 
more sustainable practice. Brands, fabrics, technologies and 
marketing practices were examined during the talk to reveal 
the environmental impact of our trendy outfits. In another 
room, an ecologist highlighted all the goods and services 
provided by the great grasslands. Those grasslands were 
traditionally grazed by herds of domestic animals, so the 
lifestyle of shepherds and their immerse knowledge on nature 
was also discussed. Another researcher shared the results of 
their newest studies about the amphibian decline throughout 
the world, and explained the scientific methods for collecting 
data on the field. An expert of insects brought in some living 
animals and engaged the students to notice the benefits of all 
the creepy crawlies living around us. Kids had the opportunity 
to meet a colleague of WWF, who shared stories about the top 
predators of Hungary. Now they now, that wolves, bears and 
lynxes are wandering not only on TV documentaries, but in our 
mountains and forest too. 

Following the interactive presentations, some of our 
students prepared exhibition stands on different topics, 
such as plastic waste, music in nature, reptiles, traditional 

EARTH
DAY

PERSONALLY, I HOPE THAT THE EXPERIENCES 
HELPED OUR STUDENTS TO BRING NATURE 
CLOSER TO THEM, ALSO REMINDED THEM  
TO APPRECIATE THESE VALUES NOT ONLY  
ON EARTH DAY.

domestic animals and pollination. Imitating a bee, pollinating 
the Cheetos flower, wearing sheep leather and petting a 
chameleon turned out to be the highlights of the program for 
most of the participants. 

Personally, I hope that the experiences helped our students 
to bring nature closer to them, also reminded them to 
appreciate these values not only on Earth day. 

„SZALAGAVATÓ”
THE HUNGARIAN PROM BALL

The tradition of the prom ball –Szalagavató- in Hungary is 
almost two hundred years old, and according to the records, 
in the 1830s, the first was held in Selmecbánya. Back then, 
it was called “valeting”, which comes from the Latin word 
“Valete”, meaning “Live Happily!” Basically the routine of this 
tradition haven’t changed much since then. The ribbon is a 
symbol of identity that is placed above the heart of graduates 
by the 11th grade students as a symbol of good bye / 
graduation. The name of the school and the year of the class 
is written on this ribbon.

When it comes to the Prom Ball even the most modest 
girls want to show the best of them and spend a lot of time 
preparing.

Our graduates, this year just like the previous years, worked 
hard to prepare for this event with musical and entertaining 
performances and also they learnt the Vienniese Waltz which 
is the final dance of the whole program.  

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY NIKOLETTA DARÁNYI (BIOLOGY TEACHER)

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY VIRÁG A. KISS (DIRECTOR OF MARKETING)
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Kálloy-Molnár István – a student of SEK Budapest in his 
6th year – is dedicated to becoming a better draughtsman 
and a multifaceted artist. Last year István, or Pisti for 
short, participated in a group exhibition (Reflections 2018), 
where young visual artists reflected on Pisti’s drawings 
and paintings. Thus, Pisti could see his work in the context 
of other artists, taking part in real artistic discourse. In 
this exhibition, Pisti exhibited landscape paintings, still life 
drawings and detailed sketches of animals and plants. The 
exhibition of the work resulted in the young artist becoming 
even more aware of the importance of the whole artistic 
process: from the initial idea to the final presentation. Since 

THE ART TALENT

With Easter already upon us, the preschool took the 
opportunity to visit the Hungarian Heritage House - Museum 
of Applied Hungarian Art. The museum housed a variety of 
Hungarian Folk Art consisting of textiles, embroideries, wood- 
and bone carvings and products of folk pottery. There were a 
small amount of laces, dolls in folk costumes, baskets, furniture, 
metalwork, leatherwork, blue-dye textiles and decorated eggs.

Although the students enjoyed looking over all the different 
types of art, the decorated eggs were the true reason for our 
visit. On arrival we split up into 2 different groups. Each group 
were able to take a close look at all the exhibits in the museum 
and played a few interactive games in connection with the 
exhibits. Both groups were also taught a method of traditional 

HUNGARIAN HERITAGE HOUSE – 
MUSEUM OF APPLIED HUNGARIAN ART

then he has strived to develop his skills in composition, 
drawing and shading during art classes and in extracurricular 
lessons. He was also one of the artists in the Hungarian team 
in the Cultural Intersek of 2018, where he showed a lot of 
creativity and team-spirit during the varied visual tasks and 
was also the youngest artist in the selection of students.
     For Pisti, art is a means to depict the surrounding world, 
everything from the faces he sees every day, to the rare animals, 
that he observes at the zoo or the latest knowledge he has 
acquired in science classes. His interests spread across a wide 
area – from microscopic beings to the movement of stars. 
What connects these distinct areas is his dedication to creating 
images and a very personal relationship with the act of drawing.  
We wish a lot of luck and perseverance to Pisti in the following 
years in his artistic career!
     The pictures here were created as a homage to Leonardo 
da Vinci, as this year is the 500th anniversary of the death of 
the famous Italian polyhistor. Pisti feels he can learn a lot by 
observing the technique of the old masters. 

Hungarian egg decorating using stockings, leaves and dye.
The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience with the 

added bonus of being able bring back their own traditional 
Hungarian Easter egg. 

Budapest, Hungría, 30 de mayo de 2019. – David Renato 
Nájera Rivas Embajador extraordinario y plenipotenciario de 
México en Hungría, organizó el 30 de mayo de 2019 en su 
Residencia una recepción para reconocer a los estudiantes 
húngaros más destacados  del año escolar 2018/19 que se 
han distinguido en el aprendizaje del idioma español a nivel 
de bachillerato. 

La Embajada de México en Hungría entregó por segundo 
año consecutivo en su historia diplomas y medallas 
conmemorativas para reconocer alumnos húngaros 
destacados, lo que refleja claramente el compromiso del 
gobierno de México para fortalecer los lazos de cooperación 
entre los dos países en el ámbito educativo-cultural.

El país hispanohablante más poblado del mundo escogió 
entre dos mil alumnos de una totalidad de once instituciones 
educativas secundarias de Hungría los mejores 34 estudiantes 
húngaros que se han distinguido en el aprendizaje del 
idioma español a nivel de bachillerato, quienes recibieron 
sus premios del Embajador de México en este país en una 
ceremonia especial, entre las que se contaban tres de nuestras 
estudiantes; Sárközi Anna Zsófia, Ghisoni Dora y Váradi Kata de 
noveno, décimo y undécimo curso respectivamente.

EMBAJADA DE MEXICO

Entre las once preparatorias húngaras se encuentran 
instituciones de Budapest, Debrecen, Kecskemét, Miskolc, Pécs, 
Szeged y Veszprém que permiten a sus alumnos realizar sus 
estudios en español, entre otras. En esta recepción, aparte de 
los representantes de las escuelas, se contó con la presencia 
de Embajadores latinoamericanos acreditados en Hungría, ex 
Embajadores de Hungría en México, funcionarios húngaros de 
alto rango, así como representantes de universidades húngaras 
y del Instituto Cervantes de Budapest.

Nuestras estudiantes pudieron charlar con el embajador 
acerca de las diferencias léxicas y semánticas del español de 
España y de México, además de aprender el curioso origen 
del gentilicio de los habitantes de Budapest, aquineos o 
aquicenses, debido a las ruinas romanas de Aquincum. 

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY HAYDEN BRYANT (PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER)

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY ÁLVARO RODRÍGUEZ (PROFESOR DE ESPAÑOL)

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY PATRICK TAYLER (ART TEACHER)
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On Wednesday the 7th March 2018, the Year 10 - 
12’s visited the magnificent Zeitz MOCAA (Museum of 
Contemporary African Art) housing Modern Art as an era 
specifically pertaining to contemporary African issues.

A tour of the businesses in the Waterfront Silo vicinity was 
also undertaken to explore Art and Business and its symbiotic 
economic development in the area, with the Lindt Chocolate 
Studio proving to be a firm favourite after sampling some of 
their delicious wares.

A VISIT TO THE MAGNIFICENT ZEITZ MOCAA

“THE OUTING WAS ENJOYABLE AND I LEARNT 
A LOT ABOUT DIFFERENT ART STYLES 
OR MEDIUMS AND FOUND THIS VERY 
EDUCATIONAL.”

HELDERBERG

One of the comments made by our students in Yr. 12, 
Stephen Carrihill was: “The outing was enjoyable and I learnt 
a lot about different art styles or mediums and found this very 
educational.”

The trip was rounded off with a light lunch and refreshments 
on the rooftop at the Radisson Blu Hotel where a splendid 
view of the city could be enjoyed. 

The Early Childhood class have been practising using their 
listening ears this week during their daily tasks. After making 
some ‘big ears’ to encourage them to tune into sounds, the 
children took a walk around school stopping at different points 
to listen to sounds in the environment. They then continued 
with their activities in class paying particular attention to 
listening to others and following directions. Listening and 
attention are such important skills necessary for good 
communication and understanding for all our primary children. 
Well done Early Childhood class!  

LISTENING EARS!

The Year 4, 5, 6 and 7’s headed off to Camp Bundi 
towards the beginning of 2018. They took part in the 
following activities over the couple of days they spent there 
- ice breakers, low ropes and lawns games, wall climbing, 
river rafting, night hike and star gazing and adventure team 
challenges. 

Camp Bundi will hold memories as one of the most 
enjoyable moments for many of us here at Helderberg 
International School.  When we reflect on the values which 
underpin our school, which is under the leadership of Mr 
Swart, it is amazing to see how close we are to one another.  
Simply put.....we were away for a few days just like one big 
family.

The main theme at camp was Teamwork, which required 
that everybody work hard, investing time and effort doing 
everything possible to nurture growth amongst ourselves 
and others. Sometimes we don’t get to see the immediate 
result, however if we keep working and nurturing the 
students who have been entrusted into our care, we will 
be astonished at the growth and change which becomes 
apparent.  We need to continually guide out students with 
love and understanding in order to see them attain the great 
heights for which they are destined.

With this in mind, I thank the ISH Team for your time, 
dedication, support and love.  It is indeed a privilege to work 
along side you. To all the students who attended Camp 
Bundi, we trust you enjoyed every moment.  It really was a 
whole load of fun. 

CAMP BUNDI!

HELDERBERG

HELDERBERG
WRITTEN BY: MARK GOUS (YEAR 5 TEACHER)

HELDERBERG
CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
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EARLY CHILDHOOD MESSY PLAY

Our yearly recital turned into a Mozart evening with lots of 
fun and many surprises.  Some Dads and Moms helped their 
children to design wigs from cotton wool and paper.  There 
were many children with beautiful costumes and the Year 7 
class enjoyed pomp and circumstance by dancing the Minuet 
and the Lӓndler. We started the evening with beautiful soup 
and rolls, donated by the music parents.  Everyone enjoyed the 
food.  Guest artists, Danielle Marais and the Parel Vallei String 
Orchestra turned the evening into a festival.  Thank you for 
making this night so special. 

MOZART EVENING

IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 14

THE CHILDREN LOVED DESCRIBING HOW THE FOAM FELT 
AND WERE DELIGHTED TO DISCOVER HOW THEY CAN 
MAKE NEW COLOURS!

The Early Childhood children had so much fun mixing 
colours using paint and shaving foam this week. It was such 
a fun, sensory activity with so many educational benefits. 
Messy play activities like these, as well as sand, water, paint 
and play dough activities foster a child’s curiosity, imagination, 
experimentation as well as developing good concentration. 
The big movements they perform when making shapes and 
patterns in the foam build up both gross and fine motor skills 
which are needed to have good control over pencils and 
scissors. The children loved describing how the foam felt and 
were delighted to discover how they can make new colours! 

HELDERBERG

HELDERBERG

ART AND DESIGN OUTING TO SPIER
On Friday, 17 August 2018 the Year 8 and 10-12 Art and Design 

students visited the Spier Artisan Studio, a mosaic and ceramic 
workshop where master artisans collaborate with visual artists.

Dr Lydia de Waal, Asset Registrar, Yellowwoods Art, led the 
tour starting at the Werf, where we were firstly intrigued by the 
interactive sound sculptures, Songsmith (The Great Karoo), by 
Jenna Burchell, comprising of fossilised volcanic ash, chert, 
kiaat, brass, steel, sound and technology. We received gifts of 
pads, pens and coasters all made from recycled materials, thus 
emphasising the importance of sustainability.

Upon arrival at the Artisan Studio, Olivia Dyzel, from the Spier 
Arts Trust, outlined the aims and mission of the Trust, as well 
as possible artisan career options involving three years of study 
focussing on mosaic, ceramic art, tuition in drawing, art history, 
maths and business skills at Union House in Cape Town.

The resident mosaic artists, Dean, Marshall and Valentia of 
Qubeka Bead Studio explained the methods involved in converting 
the smaller 18 x 18 cm artworks into final large scale mosaics – 
all involving passion, patience and incredible endurance required 
to complete the often large scale works, either individually or 
in groups, depending on time constraints, some taking several 
weeks or months. It certainly was insightful in terms of combining 
the newly acquired knowledge to aid our current/recent mosaic 
projects, now and into the future.

Thereafter, we visited the University Museum to view the 
exhibition: Material Gains: Contemporary African Art From The 
Spier Collection, where we were met by Bongani Mgijima, the 
Director. Ulrich Wolff, the Exhibitions Curator and Dr de Waal 
took us on a guided tour of most of the works, explaining the 
background to them. We discussed the positive and negative 
views concerned with naming work as Untitled, as well the fine 
balance between clarity and intrigue in artwork. The work span 

WE RECEIVED GIFTS OF PADS, PENS AND 
COASTERS ALL MADE FROM RECYCLED 
MATERIALS, THUS EMPHASISING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINABILITY.

HELDERBERG

The Year 3’s have been learning about the properties of 
materials and had to complete an activity, investigating which 
materials work best to protect fragile items such as eggs. 
They brought all their materials to school and constructed their 
protective cases for their eggs.

Once everyone had completed their egg cases, we tested 
each one by dropping the egg. We had some great successful 
models but some eggs were left feeling like Humpty Dumpty. 
Everyone then reflected on their creations and spoke about 
how they could be improved. It was such a fun filled learning 
experience where children were in charge of constructing 
their own learning and understanding.them. 

EXCITING ‘EGGSPERIMENTS’
HELDERBERG

the mediums of painting, photography, bead work, sculpture, 
crochet, embroidery, and found materials. Certainly there was 
something inspiring that hopefully each student could relate to. 
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Children learn best when they are taking part in practical 
activities. The Helderberg International School Cambridge 
Curriculum encourages ‘hands on’ learning as well as integrating 
different learning areas.  This week our Year 1 students were 
finding out about measurement. They used their hand to measure 
objects they found in the Early Years garden. They then recorded 
the information and used their developing writing skills to write the 
name of the objects they measured. Fantastic work Year 1’s! 

HANDS ON
LEARNING!

YEAR THREE VISIT 
VREDENHOF ORGANIC FARM

The Year 3 class had a fantastic tour to Vredenhof organic 
farm last week. They learned how the seeds were sown, what 
organic produce is and how it is grown. They were driven around 
on the farm tractor around the crops and orchards and were 
lucky enough to enjoy some freshly squeezed icy grape juice and 
delicious organic pizzas. Some children were so inspired to eat 
healthily that they spent some hard earned pocket money buying 
some farm fresh produce from the organic farm shop. 

BOOK WEEK 
DRESS UP DAY 2018

Book Week dress up day was a huge success and a 
wonderful end to a busy Book Week. Every year the children 
make an extra special effort to be creative with their costumes 
and dress up as their character from a book. Don’t they look 
amazing! 

HELDERBERG

HELDERBERG

Don’t you like the Early Childhood classes colourful garden 
creatures they made from recycled materials? The children 
carefully looked at pictures of the different mini beasts and 
tried to design their own! We love them. 

RECYCLE
HELDERBERG

A BEAUTIFULLY WRITTEN PIECE...

A CAMEO
My hands have started shaking again. I am barely fifty; have 

only been fifty for three years. It’s…frustrating, this weakness. I 
feel like I am trapped in here, in a shell. When I try to cook, my 
fingers fail: I spill it, I burn it, I just can’t seem to get it right.

Not even five years ago, I was so much better. I was able 
to cook my own food, shave without cutting myself, and fix 
anything I needed to. Admittedly, some of the food wasn’t as 
palatable as it had been when I was young; maybe my shave 
wasn’t as close as well. Maybe my fingers hadn’t been able to 
work the small wires. It doesn’t matter now, I suppose. 

It is going to get worse. Of course, it will. It would feel so different, 
if the decline were rapid instead of this gradual erosion it is. Maybe 
I won’t know, even when I lie down that last time. These last few 
years are going to be a hell far worse than anything beyond.

My hands are still shaking. I cannot stop them. I clench my 
fists and they shake more. It has been getting worse. How much 
worse still, before I can rest?    Written by: Ethan Thomson, Year 12

STORY BOOKS

HELDERBERG

Eunhue a student in our Year 5 class surprised the Early 
Childhood children this week with a story book she wrote and 
illustrated just for them! 

Eunhue and her friends regularly visit the class to read stories 
and chat to our youngest students. How special it was when 
she presented her own interactive storybook which included the 
names of some of the children as well as an understanding of 
their love of animals, snails and bugs! Thank you Eunhue  we look 
forward to sharing many more books with you and your friends!. 

HELDERBERG

HELDERBERG
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Despite the threat of snow, Number Day went ahead with 
some great activities, and some impressive hats. All week 
the Houses were competing to score the highest tally in the 
Copper Coin Challenge. Students brought in their copper 
money and deposited them in one of four jars for each of the 
Houses. Two pence coins counted positively, but pennies 
were deducted from each House’s total, so there was plenty of 
opportunity for Houses to sabotage their rivals! St Peter’s won 
this competition by an impressive margin.

NUMBER DAY

As part of our new Inquiry, ‘What do humans do that can 
affect animals and their habitats?’, we took a trip to Escot.  

We were shown around lots of different habitats. Our very 
knowledgeable guide told us all about why the animals living 
there needed specific features within their habitats, to survive. 
We discussed how and why animals habitats are getting 
destroyed and started thinking about how we could help. 

We had so much fun learning, playing habitat games, getting 
lost in the maze (twice!), making wooden name badges, seeing 
the animals and even throwing ourselves down a death slide! 

A great day had by all!  

EDUCATION AT ESCOT ESTATE
ST JOHN’S

ST JOHN’S
WRITTEN BY MISS WELLINGTON

    At lunchtime we held the House Maths Relay in the Senior 
School, with each team racing to answer the most challenging 
problems whilst ferrying bean bags up and down the Old Hall. 
When the scores were counted, Founders House emerged 
victorious, with St Catherine’s coming a close second. I was 
really proud of the enthusiastic way everyone competed, and 
I had fun running around making sure I kept pace with them, 
giving new questions as quickly as they were answered! 

I WAS REALLY PROUD OF THE ENTHUSIASTIC WAY 
EVERYONE COMPETED, AND I HAD FUN RUNNING AROUND 
MAKING SURE I KEPT PACE WITH THEM, GIVING NEW 
QUESTIONS AS QUICKLY AS THEY WERE ANSWERED!

ST JOHN’S
SIDMOUTH, DEVON, UNITED KINGDOM
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YR 10 AND 11 TRIP
TO THE APPRENTICESHIP
SHOW AT WESTPOINT.

As part of the careers programme at St John’s we 
took Yr 10 and 11 to investigate what the National 
Apprenticeship Scheme has to offer. The scheme allows 
pupils to learn on a paid job and receive training to enable 
them to qualify and then apply for that role within the 
company or organisation.  

The range of opportunities were amazing and pupils could 
enter at 16, 18 and post degree level. The pupils were able 
to speak to representatives from a large range of employers 
offering the scheme and take part in a number of activities, 
from the hospitality industry to the Ministry of Defence and 
from Accountancy to Law. 

It certainly gave our pupils some food for thought and here 
are some of the comments from Yr 10 reflecting upon their visit.   
Mrs Chamberlain-Keen (Yr 10 tutor) and Mr Logan (Yr 11 tutor).

ST JOHN’S From Ethan
‘I am very interested in a Flybe engineering apprenticeship. Or if I 

cannot obtain the requirements for this The Royal Engineers have 
a REME apprenticeship for engineering on Apache helicopters and 
more aircraft. This includes a starting salary of £15,000 a year. Or 
the Navy have the same course, but on HMS Sultan, a warship.’

From Hayden
‘Deloitte is the most interesting one for me  

because I would be starting my career and  
also you can take part in business activity. In 
this job you would be surrounded by a team  
of very talented people and you can learn a lot  
of things and skills from them. They will also  
support each other. You can also get a lot  
learning and development opportunities.  
They told me I can start my journey during  
A-levels.’ Deloitte will pay whilst I do my A levels and even through  
a degree course.

From Angel
‘I am very pleased that I got a chance to visit the Apprenticeship 

Event. There were a lot of different stalls about different apprenticeships, 
and a few caught my eye. One of the things that looked quite interesting 
was the Air Force apprenticeship. Although I didn’t try the VR, I saw 
that the apprenticeships they offer were quite good. Another interesting 
one was Deloitte. They offer a few different apprentices which was 
also interesting and may be helpful for my future. The one that really 
caught my eye was Ministry of Defence DE&S. They offer, in my 
opinion, an excellent variety of apprenticeships which is really helpful. 
They gave me a lot of information about the apprenticeships and also 
recommendations about which paths to take! It really was a great 
pleasure to visit this event and it really was a great opportunity.’

From Peter
‘I would like to work with planes and do something that involves 

working with my hands. I am really interested in engineering. My job 
would be to ensure that the planes and helicopters are in working 
order. I would be working at sea most of the time. I am good at 
working in a team and I feel that I can handle the pressure. I can do 
the apprenticeship from the age of 16. I would be paid £18,000 at 
the start of my apprenticeship in the first year. There are no specific 
qualifications that I need to do this apprenticeship. So overall I am 
really interested in this job and I may look into it in the future. 

THE PUPILS WERE ABLE TO SPEAK TO REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM A LARGE RANGE OF EMPLOYERS OFFERING THE 
SCHEME AND TAKE PART IN A NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES, 
FROM THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY TO THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENCE AND FROM ACCOUNTANCY TO LAW. 
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OUR NEW CENTRAL IDEA FOR THIS TERM IS:
STORIES AND EVENTS FROM THE PAST CAN HELP US 
UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT AND THE FUTURE. 

We began by looking at families, how we are connected 
and designing our own family crests. We then looked at how 
one event from history brought about huge changes - the 
Great Fire of London!

Once designed we made the family crests and thought of 
mottos for our families. I have been really impressed by the 

RECEPTION AND YEAR ONE
ST JOHN’S
WRITTEN BY MISS HARLOND

children’s thinking skills and beautiful writing! We have also 
been looking at where we are in time and place and have made 
books about where we live. 

YACHT DESIGN
As part of our Exhibition work, Eric’s dad, Mr Osterlund, 

came in to talk to the class about the science involved in yacht 
design. It was a really interesting presentation, covering, among 
other things, materials used, design features, the physics behind 
sailing, some of the wildlife seen and the processes involved. 
Mr Osterlund was able to draw upon his personal experience of 
designing his superyacht, ‘Adele’. A big ‘Thank you’ from all of us 
to Mr Osterlund for sharing his experiences with us. 

ST JOHN’S

This term STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) Club has been running! Lauren, prefect for 
STEM, has found some great experiments that we will be 
trying this term. 

One week we looked at non-Newtonian liquids - fluids 
that do not follow Newton’s law as they behave like a solid 
when being pressurised. 

It was great fun and we have apologised to Jane, the 
cleaner, for the mess we made! This week we will be 
raising some hairs.....what will that be?! There is still space 
if you would like to join in. 

STEM
CLUB

IT WAS WONDERFUL TO SEE HOW WELL OUR 
IBDP STUDENTS DID, MANY JUDGES WERE 
IMPRESSED AS TO THE HIGH STANDARD AND 
COMPLEXITY OF THEIR PROJECTS.

ST JOHN’S
WRITTEN BY LAUREN BOWENS AND MRS VAN DER GIEZEN
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The Elementary students were in fine voice again for their 
Winter Concert. With the help of our maintenance staff, the 
car park became a concert venue as our students sang for 
the parents on the steps in front of the auditorium. 

There were a range of songs sung by the different 
Elementary grades, songs that included the usual favorites 
like Jingle Bells and some less well-known songs from 
around the world. The choir sang a couple of beautiful songs 
which gave some of us goosebumps! It was a wonderful 
atmosphere and certainly reflects what makes the Udine 
International School a very special place. 

ELEMENTARY
WINTER CONCERT

UDINE

TIME TRAVEL TO A MEDIEVAL
MONASTERY SCRIPTORIUM!

What better way to get a feel for life in medieval 
monasteries than to spend some time in one? The UIS Grade 
5’s have done some time traveling, going back about one 
thousand years to a European Benedictine monastery. 

There, they worked on letters to prospective oblates, 
experienced the meticulous and lengthy process of medieval 
calligraphy with an ink pen, and created an illuminated 
manuscript using a gold leaf. “What if they made a mistake 
with the ink? They had to start all over again!” exclaimed 
one student, thinking about the long hours monks spent in 
scriptoriums each day, copying texts. 

Students even explored the self-sufficiency of the 
monasteries, noting all the wholesome goods they produced. 
It’s no wonder the “monk” labels are still used in so many 
advertisements and packaging today! Time travel is adventurous 
and eye opening, but the Grade 5’s were happy to come back to 
2019, to their erasable pens, photocopiers, and computers! 

UDINE
WRITTEN BY: MARA TRAMONTIN (GRADE 5 TEACHER)

For the second year in a row, UIS joined more than 16,000 
schools and 1,776,156 children around the world for Outdoor 
Classroom Day. In 2018 more than 3 million children were 
involved in this initiative, which is ‘a global campaign to 
celebrate and inspire outdoor learning and play’. 

Outdoor learning improves children’s health, engages them with 
learning and leads to a greater connection with nature. Play not 
only teaches critical life skills such as resilience, teamwork and 
creativity but is central to children’s enjoyment of childhood. 

We were not too worried about the weather, as both children 
and teachers in ECC have learned to appreciate and value the 
learning we do outside, rain or shine. To start us off, we read the 
story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and then we followed teachers 
across the playground in a ‘real’ bear hunt, which ended with us 
finding a bear in our very own playground - can you imagine!

After our Pre-Nursery peers joined us, we had lots of 
opportunities to enjoy our outdoor classroom: between the 

WHAT IS OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY? 
UDINE

parachute, the mud kitchen, checking how our plants are 
growing, bubbles, chalk and playdough, the morning went by in 
a snap. Before we knew it, it was already lunchtime, outside, of 
course, where we ate lasagna ‘al fresco’!

The day ended with story time under the trees and shared 
tidying up. The high level of engagement and enjoyment 
reminded us, once again, why we so firmly believe that outdoor 
learning is essential to our ECC curriculum! 

UDINE
UDINE, ITALY



IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 14IES MAGAZINE 2019   ISSUE 1464 65

IES/SEK HEADS CONFERENCE – 
A UIS CELEBRATION 

The Udine International School was privileged to receive 
the IES/SEK Board of Directors in the school on Saturday 
24th November 2018. The Directors were welcomed by 
some students who gave them a tour around the building, 
explaining the different aspects of the everyday life of the 
school. The Directors were then escorted to the auditorium 
where they watched a performance that celebrated our 
diversity and togetherness.

Receiving the guests was not only an honour but allowed UIS 
to show everyone what a wonderful school it is. They received 
many compliments about the students, the staff and the school. 
Below is an extract of the speech given by the Principal, Mrs 
Sarah-Jane Green:

“It is our objective to help each and every student succeed 
in our mission. We offer our students the best possible 
opportunities to become confident, thoughtful young people 
who are prepared for any future challenges, in an exciting and 
increasingly global world.

When thinking about what makes The Udine International 
School special, we are very proud of our caring, inclusive ethos 
where we set high standards and expectations for our students 
to achieve. From the moment a new student joins our school 
community, we want them to feel a sense of happiness and 
belonging, as this is essential to their future success. 

It is also crucial to develop strong, positive relationships with 
every member of the school community. We cannot do this 
alone, and it is only through these relationships that we can 
educate each child successfully. Everyone: staff, parents and 
students need to know that we are all in this together.

Being part of the IES group has allowed the school to flourish, 
both in the acquisition of resources (including projectors and iPads) 
and the experiences now open to our students through exchanges. 
We are certainly looking forward to a bright and exciting future.” 

RECEIVING THE GUESTS WAS NOT ONLY AN HONOUR 
BUT ALLOWED UIS TO SHOW EVERYONE WHAT A 
WONDERFUL SCHOOL IT IS. THEY RECEIVED MANY 
COMPLIMENTS ABOUT THE STUDENTS, THE STAFF 
AND THE SCHOOL. 

UDINE

There was lots of excitement in the air as students 
prepared for Carnevale. The celebration became a focus 
for our ‘International Week’ – a way to learn about how, and 
what, other countries around the world celebrate.

As you know we aim to educate students to have a global 
perspective. Firstly, it helps our students to accept diversity 
and fosters understanding – it is sometimes hard for young 
people to accept things and people that are different, but 
the more they learn about the how and why each country 
became the way it is the more they can learn to accept rather 
than judge what makes them different. Secondly, it builds 
curiosity, it stimulates the mind, and forces them to think in 
new ways. Learning about other cultures is an interesting way 
to challenge their thought processes and expand the way they 
process information. Finally, with technology making the world 
ever smaller, and with the ease of travel between countries, 
being able to tolerate others is a big part of living in a global 
community, and the mark of a well-rounded person.

The smiling faces of the students was enough to show us 
that Carnival is a wonderful way to help our students learn 
whilst having fun! 

CELEBRATING CARNIVAL

UDINE

A WAY TO LEARN ABOUT HOW, AND 
WHAT, OTHER COUNTRIES AROUND 
THE WORLD CELEBRATE.
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The beginning of the year focus in Grade 3 was how our 
differences can make the world a better place and how we 
can work together as a team to make that happen. 

The students reflected on these ideas by means of a 
children’s book called “Only One You” by Linda Kranz which 
they read together in class as a “Shared Reading”. In order to 
share the ideas in the book with other members of the school, 
the children decorated a bulletin board in the hall just outside 
the classroom. They chose some phrases from the book that 
spoke to them and wrote speech bubbles. 

Finally, each student made their own fish by tracing their 
hands and decorating the fish with a variety of patterns and 
lines. “Remember: there is only one you in this great big world. 
Make it a better place.” 

MAKING THE WORLD
A BETTER PLACE

“REMEMBER: THERE IS ONLY ONE 
YOU IN THIS GREAT BIG WORLD. 
MAKE IT A BETTER PLACE.”

BRAVO FRANCESCO!! 
Francesco Palazzolo alunno di grade 7 dell’Udine International 
School ha vinto un concorso letterario nella categoria under 
14 con un racconto dedicato alla visita della biblioteca di  
Alessandria d’Egitto. Il concorso “Racconta una storia breve”, 
promosso dal circolo culturale “La Gazza di Borno” consisteva 
nel concentrare in 800 caratteri su whatsapp  le impressioni 
di un’esperienza di viaggio particolarmente sentita. Francesco 
è rimasto  affascinato  da questa vacanza così ha deciso di 
partecipare inviando questo “messaggio”:
“ Torno da Alessandria d’Egitto. La sua biblioteca rende famosa 
la città e nasconde un tesoro. All’interno si incontrano giganti 
della scienza e preziosi manoscritti… Nelle ampie sale, tra opere 
d’arte e  simbologie criptate, il presente rincorre l’antico. Nulla è 
più oscuro della sapienza. Fuori il sole brilla sulle onde, mentre 
la preghiera musulmana sembra musica, come la confusione 
dei tanti bambini nelle stradine e nei cortili. Immobile il castello 
fa pensare alle conquiste. Lo spirito che fondò la città è quello 
di Alessandro di cui resta la bellezza e la sua storia è storia 
dell’umanità”
A questo punto non mi resta altro che congratularmi con il mio 
“Baby scrittore” (come titola il Gazzettino), e augurargli un futuro 
pieno di successi letterari!!!! 
Bravo Francesco!!! Continua così! 

UDINE
WRITTEN BY PROF. DANIELA MARICCHIO

UDINE
WRITTEN BY PROF. DANIELA MARICCHIO

Have you ever wondered what a language actually is?  Well, if 
you pop by the Grade 6 Language Arts classroom, they’ll be able 
to walk you through the history of English and explain how it has 
developed over the past 1500 years! Looking at both historical 
events and texts written, the Grade 6s have moved through the 
arrival of the Anglo-Saxons and the birth of Old English to how the 
Norman conquest and Middle English influence in what we call 
our food. We have read versions of Beowulf and The Canterbury 
Tales, and are trying our best to match Shakespeare by 
performing our own adaptations of two of his plays. Throughout 
it all we are learning how and why a language changes and 
turning our eyes to what might happen in the future!  

FROM ÆNGLISC TO ENGLISH!

Come da consuetudine, anche quest’anno gli alunni di 
grade 8 si sono cimentati nel ruolo di “insegnante” di fronte ai 
compagni di classe.

Lo scopo di tale attività è infatti duplice, da una parte offre 
agli alunni la possibilità di parlare davanti ad un uditorio, 
esponendo un argomento a scelta di attualità o interesse 
comune, dall’altra, permette all’insegnante  di valutarne 
l’esposizione orale, la capacità di organizzare un discorso in 
pubblico e di rispondere alle domande dei compagni. 

Ogni alunno può liberamente scegliere il contenuto del suo 
“progetto” che verrà elaborato in power point  e illustrato alla 
classe. Si è già parlato di “Pericoli su internet,” “Pena di morte,” 
“Disturbi del comportamento alimentare,” “OGM e biotecnologie,” 
“Energia nucleare e fonti alternative”, “Sfruttamento minorile,” 
“Eutanasia”….  ma ci aspettano altri argomenti non meno 
interessanti che vanno dal “Bullismo,” ai  “Cambiamenti climatici 
ed effetto serra” ” all’  “Immigrazione”….

E’ bello vedere l’entusiasmo con cui la classe partecipa 
a questa iniziativa e soprattutto è per me una grande 
soddisfazione notare l’impegno che ciascuno ci mette nell’ 
rganizzare il lavoro e la cura con la quale lo espone ai compagni 
sostituendosi degnamente all’insegnante.!!!

Bravi i miei studenti!!! 

PROGETTI DI
ITALIANO

UDINE
PROF. DANIELA MARICCHIO

UDINE
WRITTEN BY PROF. DANIELA MARICCHIO
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Durante este año 2019 nuestro colegio tuvo el agrado 
de participar por 1ra. vez del INTERSEK DEPORTIVO. 
Experiencia enriquecedora y que llenó de satisfacción a 
los alumnos y a sus padres. Después de una preparación 
de más de 6 meses, 15 jóvenes entre los 13 y 15 años 
representaron a nuestra institución en esta competencia que 
promueve la hermandad con nuestros otros colegios de la 
comunidad SEK/IES.

NUESTRA PRIMERA
PARTICIPACIÓN EN INTERSEK

Para nuestra institución esta experiencia fortalece el espíritu 
de competitividad, además de crear nuevos lazos, en primera 
instancia, con las familias que los recibieron y con sus 
compañeros de diversas nacionalidades, idiomas y culturas.
Nos preparamos con mucho más entusiasmo para nuestra 
próxima participación en el INTERSEK CULTURAL 2020., el 
cual se celebrará en Sudáfrica
Departamento de Educación Física y Deportes. 

PANAMA
PANAMA CITY, PANAMA

PANAMA

VISIT TO THE EL CAÑO 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM.

Located in the central part of the country, in the 
province of Coclé, district of Natá de los Caballeros. The 
central region or Gran Coclé especially on the site known 
as the Caño.

On this site between the years 5000 B.C. at 300d.C. an 
indigenous group was located, one of the first settlers of 
the Panamanian isthmus; these were a group with a very 
strong hierarchy, with very notable class division experts in 
goldsmithing; they made large pieces of gold among which the 
pecs of solid gold and bracelets decorated with zoomorphic 
figures are mentioned, which were used by the chief who 
was the greatest leader of the Gran Coclé group and by other 
important characters during the festivities and ceremonies 
they performed in honor of their gods.

This indigenous group received the name of the Grand 
Cocle, they developed a ceremonial and commercial center 
where other indigenous groups from the region arrived when 
there were fairs. They leave us a legacy, since their pieces, 
both ceramic and gold, show us what their daily life was like.

The Archaeological Museum of Caño represents the 
knowledge of the history of this town, hence the need to 
visit this site, and this time we were privileged with the 
original samples of the collection that makes up the Caño 
architectural complex.

Excavations on the site began in 1975 until 1979, finding 
very valuable pieces on the site and some of them rest in the 
Museum of the American Man in New York.

One of the most valuable excavations was the tomb called 
Emerald Spider where the body of a chief rested, along with 
18 more members of his family. This finding certifies the 
hierarchy of the cacique, since the traditional ceremony, only 
the supreme chief was buried dressed with all the gold and 
with all his family, with the exception of his firstborn son, who 
before the death of his father should direct his village.

This experience allowed us to live the history of one of our 
native groups, learn about their culture, social organization and 
observe the material remains that represent irrefutable evidence 
that ancient civilizations possessed hierarchical structures with 
which they directed the destinies of their people. 

PANAMA
PROFESORA AMANDA MAGALLÓN (HISTORY TEACHER)
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LAS BUENAS NOTICIAS 
SE COMPARTEN

Siempre es gratificante recibir en nuestras aulas a 
los hijos de nuestros egresados, porque es la mejor 
demostración que el trabajo estuvo bien hecho, pero 
cuando dos de nuestros exalumnos toman la decisión de 
unir sus vidas y traer a su bebé a nuestra institución es una 
experiencia extraordinaria, por eso hemos querido dedicar 
este artículo a Robeylis y Kareem, quienes se conocieron 
en las aulas del Preparatory, aquí fortalecieron su amistad 
hasta el año 2010 en que culminaron su bachiller, que luego 
se convirtió en amor.

Hoy Laura Sophia Davis Prestán forma parte del pre-kinder 
y disfruta desde muy pequeña de la escuela que formó a sus 
padres; y aunque ustedes no lo crean, fue la escuela que la 
misma niña escogió, porque aquí también estaban dos de sus 
tías, una ya graduada y la otra en octavo grado.

La familia Prestan siempre ha depositado en nosotros, su 
confianza, sueños y esperanzas por la formación en valores 
y en la preparación académica de sus hijas, tal y como hoy, 
Kareem y Robeylis han hecho.  Estos chicos dejan en nuestras 
manos a su pequeña hija para que logremos en ella, lo mucho 
que  ellos han alcanzado y se haga una realidad en su hija la 
consigna de, aprender mucho, pero  sobre todo ser feliz.  

General elections were held in Panama on May 5th, 
2019. Due to constitutional term limits, incumbent 
President is ineligible for a second consecutive term. 
The country needs to decide for a new President and is 
elected through plurality vote in one round.

Panama elects on national level a head of state - the 
president - and a legislature. The president and the vice-
president are elected on one ballot for a five-year term by 
the people. The National Assembly (Asamblea Nacional) 
has 71 members, elected for a five-year term in single-seat 
and multi-seat constituencies.

Panama utilizes a co-existance system to elect the 
National Assembly (Asamblea Nacional) with members 
elected by one electoral system from single-member 
constituencies and others elected by another electoral 
system from multimember constituencies. 

The presidential race is Panama’s sixth since a US 
invasion ousted Manuel Noriega in 1989.

6th grade teachers conducted the electoral process for 
president. The internal voting was carried out with great 
emotion. The bases of the ballot papers were similar to the 
actual vote.

The students had fun, learned the importance of the 
voting process and the power of democracy. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS

PANAMA
MS. JUNITZEL ALFARO

PANAMA ELECTS ON NATIONAL LEVEL A 
HEAD OF STATE - THE PRESIDENT - AND A 
LEGISLATURE. THE PRESIDENT AND THE VICE-
PRESIDENT ARE ELECTED ON ONE BALLOT FOR 
A FIVE-YEAR TERM BY THE PEOPLE. 

PANAMA
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A medida que el niño crece y pasa a la edad preescolar, su 
mundo empezará a cambiar, a parecerse al mundo natural, 
porque hasta este momento él está inmerso y protegido por 
el mundo que le hemos creado. Con esta incursión se volverá 
más independiente y prestará mayor atención a los adultos 
y a otros niños que pertenecen a su familia o a su círculo de 
amigos. Surge en este periodo la exploración de los espacios y 
con esto también las preguntas, para las que en ocasiones los 
padres no están preparados. La convivencia con su familia y 
con otras personas de su entorno influye en el desarrollo de su 
personalidad y en su manera de pensar y hacer las cosas.

Durante este periodo es cuando surge la necesidad de 
que el niño asista a un preescolar, por eso en las aulas del 
Preparatory se potencian tanto las habilidades naturales 
como las que terminarán de formar la personalidad integral de 
los chicos. 

La socialización del niño es su etapa inicial es uno de 
los procesos más importantes, sin lugar a dudas; con la 
preparación correcta se darán resultados positivos en el 
futuro de cada pequeño; por eso hay que brindarle  a tiempo 
herramientas que garanticen una mejor evolución y un 
completo desarrollo.

SEMANA DE LA EDUCACION INICIAL BILINGUAL WEEK

Frank Smith’s phrase is very valid for us; a language is a 
hall for life. Two languages open all the doors of the tour. 

In a Latin country like Panama, dedicating a week to 
highlighting the English language and reinforcing our native 
language, Spanish, represents for our students a lot of fun, 
since through this they manage to project everything learned in 
their classes, in a joyful and creative way; this is what we could 
observe when presenting their lectures, poetic corals, as we 
observe the results of the dictations, the spelling exercises and 
enjoying the dramatizations and songs.

Our motto for this year was “In Search of Cartoons with 
Values to Enrich our Language”, in which the students 
represented a T.V cartoon that reflected a value; yes, those 
same comics that entertained us and with which we grew up 
attached to the TV. Today our boys and girls went into the world 
of entertainment to analyze the contents and go in the search 
for the promotion of values.

Taking advantage of the fact that we need to reinforce values 
such as responsibility, companionship, punctuality, etc., the 
possibility arose to enter into history so that the children may 
know what their parents and uncles saw on T.V emphasizing on 
the fact that values never go out of style, as Spider Man, the 101 
Dalmatians, SpongeBob, The Flintstones, Scooby Doo or Dora 
the Explorer cartoons repeated time after time.

Experts say that language helps us capture the world 
and of course, the more languages we learn, the better the 
conquest will be and each school that has a global vision, as 

the Preparatory does, showing the importance of being bilingual, 
centralizing their academic training in language teaching; in our 
case the English language, in parallel with the reinforcement 
of our mother tongue, “Cervantes language”, the language of 
romance and mischief. 

PANAMA
PANAMA

En esta etapa se estimula el desarrollo de habilidades y 
destrezas, se fomenta la creatividad e imaginación de cada 
pequeño.

Para nosotros la celebración de la semana de la Educación 
Inicial siempre es esperada con mucha alegría, porque con 
ella se recuerdan los juegos, las risas, las rondas, las pinturas, 
en fin todo lo que nos lleva a recordar nuestra propia infancia 
y en este año no ha sido la excepción, las actividades han sido 
diversas y muy divertidas. 

Hemos presentado desfiles donde se promueven el respeto 
por los derechos de los niños, heredarles un planeta lleno de 
verde y con un aire limpio.

Durante los talleres de arte y pintura surgieron los talentos, 
nuestros grandes pintores, los que nos presentaron su forma 
de ver el mundo y como lo sueñan.

Durante nuestro cinema reforzamos los valores de 
la amistad, compañerismo y solidaridad, mientras 
disfrutábamos de una película, de palomitas y bebidas.

En el cierre del jueves y viernes, cantamos, bailamos 
e hicimos juegos y rondas en donde pudimos fortalecer 
la motora fina y gruesa, la que será necesario continuar 
trabajando hasta que todos logren el desarrollo de las 
habilidades que se requieran para el abordaje de la lecto- 
escritura. 
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We are incredibly proud to announce that Francois Arnaud 
in Year 12 was awarded a Cambridge Outstanding Learner’s 
Award for High Achievement (96%) in IGCSE Foreign Language 
Spanish which he wrote in the June exam series of 2017. 

CONGRATULATIONS
FRANCOIS

Witnessing the birth of a school is no ordinary 
experience.  I consider myself lucky to have been one 
of the first students enrolled at UIS, back when it was 
founded in 2003.  16 years ago, UIS was a novelty for 
the Friuli-Venezia Giulia region, since the idea of an 
international education for younger generations wasn’t as 
commonplace or sought after as it is today.

Our teachers not only taught us how to write 
essays, use and manipulate numbers, or speak a 
new language; most importantly, they showed us 
how to use those notions in order to face and win 
the challenges waiting for us outside school.  Their 
teachings still echo in my mind as they continue to 
impact what I do and who I am today.

My schoolmates and I had to opportunity to see UIS 
grow and learn alongside us. It is with immense pleasure 
and a fair bit of pride to see her grown up and facing the 
next chapter in her life as an IES member school.

I will always treasure my time at UIS, having been a 
student there is one of the greatest and most rewarding 
experiences of my life.  

As one pointy eared alien (and a Grinch who taught 
Social Studies) would say, 

Live long and prosper! 

LIVE LONG
AND PROSPER!

UDINE
WRITTEN BY ANDREA GALLUZZO

HELDERBERG
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NYE BANFIELD
FROM SCHOOL TO COOL

A JOURNEY INTO JAZZ
There’s a point in a child’s life when their path ahead reveals 
itself - though you don’t necessarily recognise it at the time. 
Looking back, for Nye it was one balmy summer afternoon, 
driving home from cricket practice, when he announced that 
his new music teacher had asked him to play a solo in the 
forthcoming school concert. “But I’m not doing it,” he added. 
Nye had been learning saxophone for all of two weeks, and 
assuming that his reluctance was down to nerves, I made 
suitably encouraging noises. “Oh I’m not worried, it’s just 
embarrassing. He wants me to play Hot Cross Buns. I’ll do 
a solo when I can play something decent.” I should have 
realised then that for Nye and the sax, it was personal.

As I write, 12 years have passed since Nye first took up the 
saxophone at Grantham Prep. He is currently in New York, 
gaining inspiration from the world’s most vibrant jazz scene, 
in his bid to become one of the very few who can actually 
make their living as a performer. How has that happened? 
Well, to misquote one eminent performer, he has always 
done it his way.

Less than six months after turning down Hot Cross Buns, 
true to his word, Nye played his first solo, at a Prep School 
Band performance in the local shopping centre. And already, 
he was choosing his own repertoire. Spurning his teacher’s 
suggestion of Hark the Herald Angels as too easy and lacking 
cool, he rocked out to Wizzard’s perennial Christmas anthem, 
I Wish it Could Be Christmas. Three months after that, Nye 
had passed his Grade 3. At that point, I still, foolishly, failed to 
see the signs. I could see that he had some ability, but then he 
was also a whizz with Lego, and a career as an engineer was a 
much more comforting aspiration for a parent.

The thing with talent, is it’s as much a result of passion 
and persistence as innate ability, and Nye’s passion, it 
quickly became clear, was for his saxophone. Thanks to the 
remarkable music teachers at his school, and Lincolnshire’s 
inspirational Jazz and Rock Academy, he was soon playing 
with talented musicians much older than himself, and 
becoming exposed to the mysterious (at least to his mother) 
delights of Miles Davis, Wayne Shorter and the pantheon 
of Blue Note giants.  By the time he was sixteen, Nye had 
worked out what he wanted to do when he left school, and 
what he needed to do to achieve it. Not until much later did I 
realise that most parents spend the lower sixth dragging their 
teenagers around university open days in a desperate bid to 
work out what to do at 18. When it came to Nye’s preparations, 
my sole contribution was paying for rail tickets, as he set his 
own agenda of visits to music conservatoires, arranged his 
own lessons with eminent London teachers, and worked out 
his repertoire for auditions. The result was offers from the 
only three colleges he’d bothered to apply to, and again Nye 
knew his own mind. He turned down a a full scholarship and a 

GRANTHAM
WRITTEN BY SIAN BANFIELD (PARENT) 

chance to jump straight into the second year in Birmingham, 
and despite pleas from his Head of Music, also rejected 
Guildhall. He had already checked out who the rest of his 
cohort was, and he wanted to play with the musicians at 
Trinity, so to Trinity he went.

Nearly four years on, and he will graduate this summer 
having already released his first EP of his own compositions, 
recorded and mixed by himself. He has had to commission 
a designer and photographer, learn about copyright and 
licensing, and become his own publicist. There have been 
ups and downs - not least a rocky launch party, when a power 
failure forced him to find an emergency venue - and discover 
that signing a last minute contract can be very expensive. But 
the music has been well received, and he has laid down his 
first marker. Breaking into the music business isn’t going to be 
easy, and isn’t going to happen overnight. Nye knows he will 
have to subsidise his earnings for a while at least, with more 
mundane work, but he has those twin pillars of passion and 
self-belief holding him up.

Looking back to that little blond boy of 10 years old, there 
really was only ever one path. And wherever it leads, we are 
grateful to all the amazing teachers, supporters, friends and 
musicians who’ve helped him find it. Watch out world, Nye 
Banfield, recording artist, is on his way. 
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It is my great pleasure to announce that I’ve decided 
where I am going to university! I will be attending the 
University of North Carolina Charlotte, where I won the 
Levine Scholarship. It is a full ride: everything completely 
paid for for 4 years or until I have completed my 
Bachelor’s degree, whichever comes first. I am planning 
to major in Computer Science, with a minor in Linguistics. 
I completed the International Baccalaureate program 
in Novemebr 2017, awarded a Diploma with 36 points. 
Because of this, I am going to UNCC with almost a full 
year of transferred university credits: 24! In addition, the 
scholarship includes special academic advising, and 
$5,000 per summer for me to travel and do internships 
etc. It also provides up to $8,000 in service grants I can 
apply for as neccesary to invest in a community service 
project I am required to initiate and participate in during 
my studies.

Thank you so much for all of your support! 

JASMIN PITCHER: 
HOUT BAY
CLASS OF 2017

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY JASMIN PITCHER

After completing the IB Diploma with a total of 
37 points, I have received offers from prestigious 
universities in Holland and the UK such as University 
College London, Durham University, University of Bristol, 
LUC The Hague and the University of Groningen. I have 
not yet decided where I will be attending as I wait to hear 
about the many scholarships I have applied for. I cannot 
wait to see what the future holds and I’m looking forward 
to this new chapter of my life. 

SAMANTHA SADLER: 
HOUT BAY
CLASS OF 2017

HOUT BAY
WRITTEN BY SAMANTHA SADLER

On August 20 2015, I boarded a flight bound for Shanghai, 
armed with a thirty kilogramme suitcase and no knowledge 
whatsoever of Mandarin. A little less than four years later, 
I’m sitting in my apartment downtown Shanghai, having 
graduated from New York University’s Shanghai campus just 
under a week ago.  NYU Shanghai is New York University’s 
third and newest degree-granting campus, with the class of 
2019 consisting of 51% Mainland Chinese students and 49% 
from all over the rest of the world. In addition to spending 
three years in Shanghai, I studied abroad for a semester in 
both New York City and Prague , where I was lucky enough 
to complete internships relevant to the journalistic track I 
had decided to pursue. I was part of NYU Shanghai’s third 
graduating class – meaning that at the time that I entered the 
university there had not been a single class of graduates yet. 
Perhaps to some, this would have been a deterring factor, as 
well as the fact that there were extremely limited statistics 
and facts regarding the university that could be found online. 
I looked at it more as an exciting and mostly unknown path 
and while this is something that is certainly not for everyone, I 
know that it was the right choice for me. Two things I know for 
certain – One is that Shanghai will always be a special place 
to me, which is part of the reason that I decided to defer my 
acceptances to MSc Marketing Management programmes 
in the U.K. for a year and take a gap year working in the city. 
The other is that none of this would have been possible if I 
hadn’t attended SEK Budapest and completed the IB Diploma 
Programme there. It’s an odd thought, how different the last 
four years could have been if I hadn’t been encouraged for the 
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four years I attended SEK Budapest to take risks and to try 
and achieve anything I wanted, even in the face of criticism 
and doubt. One thing that I cannot stress more is this – all 
along the way, I’ve had people either questioning my choice to 
move to China or attempting to bring me down while knowing 
nothing about me and my abilities apart from their own 
preconceptions. It was during my high school years, at SEK 
Budapest that I realized not to listen to others and to never let 
anyone tell me what I could or couldn’t do. It was this mind-set 
that, at the end of the day got me to where I am today and it is 
for this, as well as all the guidance I have received, that I could 
not be more grateful. 

Krisztián Pivarnyik was one of our best students here in 
the SEK Budapest International School. After that, he moved 
to the States to snowy Boston (the weather caused him some 
difficulties), to study law and after  that he started his studies in 
the sunny Miami at last. He  was elected as the Global  Alumni 
Ambassador for Boston University in Hungary and in the Miami 
area and he just started new job at the Immigration Clinic - 
University of Miami School of Law.

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY ORSOLYA SHONAGH LIDDIARD  
(NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SHANGHAI’19, BA SOCIAL SCIENCE)

SEK BUDAPEST
WRITTEN BY RÉKA VERECKEI (HUNGARIAN TEACHER)

KRISZTIÁN PIVARNYIK 
Immigration Clinic provides a challenging opportunity 

for students to advocate on behalf of immigrants in a wide 
variety of complex immigration court proceedings. In addition 
to helping individual clients, students collaborate with other 
immigrant rights groups on projects that reform the law and 
advance the cause of social justice for immigrants. 
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Blouberg International School
74 Ringwood Drive, Parklands
Cape Town, 7441, South Africa
Tel: + (27) 21 557 9071
contact.blouberg@iesmail.com
www.blouberginternational.co.za

Boca Prep International School
10333 Diego Drive South,
Boca Raton, FL 33428, USA
Tel: + (1-561) 852-1410
contact.bocaprep@iesmail.com
www.bocaprep.net

The Grantham Preparatory School
Gorse Lane, Grantham, Lincolnshire,
NG31 7UF, United Kingdom
Tel: + 44 (0) 1476 593 293
contact.grantham@iesmail.com
www.granthamprep.co.uk

Ljubljana International School
Zlatek 15
Ljubljana, Slovenia
Tel: +386 51 662 042
info@ibsl.si
www.ibsl.si

International School of Helderberg
Hazelden Drive, Heritage Park,
Somerset West,
7130 Cape Town, South Africa
Tel: + (27) 21 851-6290/1
contact.helderberg@iesmail.com
www.helderberg.iesedu.com

Panamá Preparatory School
Camino al nuevo Club de Golf
Brisas del Golf, Panamá
Tel: +507 220-2520
asistente1@panamaprep.com
www.panamaprep.net

SEK Budapest International School
Hűvösvölgyi út 131
1021 Budapest - Hungary
Tel: + (361) 394 2968
contact.sekbudapest@iesmail.com
www.budapest.iesedu.com

St John’s School
Broadway, Sidmouth, Devon,
EX10 8RG, United Kingdom
Tel: + 44 (0) 1395 513 984
contact.stjohns@iesmail.com
www.stjohnsdevon.co.uk

Udine International School
Via Martignacco, 187
33100 Udine
Italy
Tel: + (39) 0432 541119
contact.info@udineis.org

International School of Hout Bay
Main Road,
Hout Bay, Cape Town,
South Africa, 7806
Tel: + (27) 21 791 7900
admission.houtbay@iesmail.com
www.houtbay.iesedu.com
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